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AN T of Thouglit and Tg- :- 
Iinorance are. ſo near ally'd, - 


Inconſider ati & Euorantia æquiparan- 
tar, that the, one is often taken for 
the other; and in Law they carry 


muchthe ſame Force; and what is more, 


Holy Writ aſſigns to both the ſame 
Effects; that Ruine therefore which 
in Job. is aſcrib'd to Ignorance, Quia 
uullus intelligit in æternum peribunt, c. 
4. V. 20, is by the Holy Ghoſt in Jere- 
my, attributed to Want of Thought 
and RefleCtion. :Deſolatione deſolata eſt 
ompis terra quia nullus eſt qui recogitet 
corde, c. 1 2. v. 1 1. Tis no Wonder then 
that Sinners, tho' by“ Faith, they 
know there is a Hell for them, ſtill 
ſin on, as if they knew it not, be- 

7 e 


r 
— 


LEES » * — — — 
* * - - 
. . 


— 


1 * — 
* — — — www 4 
— — — — 

. 

— - - — C 4 — 

— 59 — —— 


8 — = 
" — — — 
4 * 
— 


* 
1 
0 
l 
4 \ 
: \ 
TT. 
| 1 
[4 4 
, | \ 8 
* "ww 
N * 
| * 
: 1 
3 
119 
14 19 
> 14 
* 
5 


* 2 


To the READER. 


tur Deus lib. 5. de Eccl. Cath. The 
holy Biſhop Salvianus was abaſh'd at 
e as not conceiving how 
2 Chriſtian could believe Things to 
come, and not dread them; could 
believe what God ſaid, and yet not 
fear what he threaten'd., *Tis a great 
Prodigy, ſaid he, to believe an eter- 
nal Puniſhment deſignd for the 
Wicked, and yet to relf quietly in 
Sin. The Reaſon of this is given by 
St. 2 ; Nihil timent, quia nibil 
vident; They fear Nothing becauſe they 
fee Nothing : Sinners do not fear, tho? 


they believe, becauſe they ſhut their 


Eyes to all ſerious Conſideration: of 
Things to come, and only open them 


to what is preſent ; ſo that they are 


like unto Aſps which have their Eyes 
on their Temples; they ſee what is 
on both Sides of them, but not what 
comes in Front, or lies in wait for 


them: They fear Nothing becauſe the) 
fee Nothing ; otherwiſe how is it pol- 


ſible there ſhould be a Hell, and Sin 


at 


* * 


cauſe they do not reflect. on it. Quid 


ra credit, futura non timeat ? Si credit, 
que dixit Deus, non timeat que mina - 
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78 the R EAD ER. 


at the fame Time ? A great Fire con- 
ſumes all Contagion. Remember thy laſt 
Things, au thou Jy not ſin for Ever. 
Memor are noviſſima tus & in æternum 
non peccabis. Hccl. 7. 

hat can there be better de- 
vigd to ſhut this Abyſs of Puniſh- 
ment to the Dead, than the opening 
it to the Conſideration of the Li- 
Mer ? St. Catherine of Siena, thro? 

xceſs of Zeal, wiſh'd ſhe could 
1 herſelf in the Mouth of Hell 
to ſhut up its Paſſage, at her own. 
Coſt, that no more Souls redeemd 
by het belov'd Spou „ fhoutd fall 
into it. I, who 1925 "not ſo much 
Fervour, intend at leaft ro lay this 
little Book in your Way, begging 
of our Lord, from my very Heart, 
to give it ſo much Force, as to ſhut 
up, to ſome one or other, that immenſe 
Gulf, which is never tir'd with 
devouring. Infernus Foggy animan 
ſnam, peruit os ſuum abſqus ' ulo 
termino, "RT And becauſe thou, O 
Reader, art dhe Perſon, whom, be- 
fore all others, I deſire to gain; to 
thee it is, in the Name of thy Soul, 


ſo much forgotten by thee, that! | | 


dedicate 


To thee READER 
dedicate theſe. few Leaves, beggin 
thou wouldſt every Morning Bod 
Tome little Time to read and diſgeſt 
theſe Truths for thy great Good. I 
ha ve divided them into as many Con- 
ſiderations as there are Days in the 
Week; and every Conſideration into 
Three Points, that this Diſtinction 
might render them leſs tireſome, 
and the Order make them more 
clear. And becauſe our Senſes oſten 
Flag and betray us, when we are to 
ſoar at Things above them, Fam 
reſolved to engage them in. Fa vour 
of the Soul; as now and then is done 
by arming Bandites in Caſe of Ne- 
ceflity for the Common Defence, I 


have thereforce prefix d at*the Head 
of each Conſideration a Picture re- 


preſenting in ſome Kind, the infernal 


'Torments; by which the Eye and 
Fancy may be employed, and the 
Diſcourſe help'd, rather than hinder'd. 


At firſt thereſore fix thy Eye very 
attentively on it, and imprinting it 
in thy Mind, fay to thy felf; if this, 
which is only a bare Sketch of the 
Painter, be ſo frightful, what are 

thoſe 
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thoſe Torments which are Origin 
made by the Hand of God? 

Ido not aer ne can ever think 
that Things in theſe Papers have been 
any ways exaggerated; but in Caſe 
you ſhould, remember that the Tor- 
ments of the other Life are ſuper- 
natural, and therefore ' wholly above 
the Reach of our Underſtanding, 
and unexplicable by our Tongue; and 
as there is no Eye that has ever ſeen, 
nor Ear that ever heard, nor Heart 
that ever conceiv'd any Thing like the 
Glory which God has prepar'd for 
thoſe who ſerve him; ſo there is no 
Eye, Ear, nor Heart which can re- 
ceive a true Idea of the Puniſhment 
which God has prepar'd for thoſe who 
offend him. Altitadinem Cali c“ Pro- 
fundum Aoyfſs, quis dimenſus eſt? Ec. 1. 
The Good and Evil of the Life to 
come exceed, beyond all Meaſure, 
thoſe of this preſent State, both as. 40 
their Continuance as well as their In- 
tenſeneſs. Quicquid vis, dicis de AÆter- 
nitate, quia quicquid dixerts, minus di- 
cis, Aug. P.. 60. Say what you will, ſayͤs 
St. Auguſtine, of Eternity for whatever 
it is, "twill be too little. 
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Rather 


Nut READER, 
Rather than to give Way to ſo foo. 
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liſh a Perſwaſion, as to believe the 


Things repreſented here exceed the 
Truth, endeavour to conceive ſuch a 


Fear as may render you ſecure; for, 


Qui pavrt, cavet, qui negligit, in ea in- 
cidit, Serm. ad Cleric. c. 4. He that 


feareth, ſays St. Bernard, takes Care; 


he that negletFs Evils, falls into them. 
Io be able therefore to receive a 
.due Impreſſion, firft recommend your 
ſelf by ſome ſhort Prayer to the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt, to the Bleſſed Virgin, to 


your Angel Guardian; then entertain 


your ſelf for ſome Time with the Me-. 


ditation, weighing at Leiſure every 
Particular, and not ſuperficially run- 


ning it over at firſt Sight. If in the 
Courſe of that Day, the Devil, by 
fome EvilSuggeſtion, or a Companion 
worſe than himſelf ſhould by ſome 
wicked Inſinuation or Example, aſ- 
fault you, oppoſe in your own Pe- 


fence, the Meditation you made in the. 


Morning, recalling it immediately to 


your Memory. Shall not that great 
T hought, Magna C og itatio, as St. Au - 
guſtin calls it, which has given. to the 


Church ſo many Martyrs, ſo many 
Hermits, 
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To the R E A DE R. 


Hermits, ſo many Religious, Virgins 
and Penitents inſpire you with ſo 


much Courage as to contemn one 
Moment of Pleaſure to avoid an Eter- 


nity of Miſery ? I hope that if other 
Remedies have been without Succeſs, 
this at leaſt may help you; and if 
this does not, I know of none that 
ill. Qaod nan ſanat Med icamentum, 

ſanat Ferrum, quod non ſanat Ferrum, 


anat Ignis, quod non ſanat Janis eſt in- 
Por The N — which _ be 
beaPd by gentle Applications, muſt be 
cur'd by Inciſion, if that fails it muſt be 
done by Fire, and what is not cur d by 
Fire, muſt be lool d upon as incurable. 


Finally, becauſe Prayer is the chief 


eſt Means which the divine Provi- 
dence afford us for our Good, therefore 
to obtain that Grace, which 
of all others, is the moſt conducing 
to avoid eternal Damnation, there is 
2 proper Form of Prayer aſſign'd for 
every Day, to put us in Mind of the 
Advice of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus -Chriſt left us on this Subject. 


aich at all Times, praying that ye 


may be made worthy to avoid all thoſe 


Ihings, and ſtand before the Son of 


Alan 
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Man. V igitate omni tempare ot antes, at 
digsi habeamint fag ere Mud omni, & 
ſtane ante filium hominis. Iucia r Habe a 
Guard always upon your ſelves, open- 
ing your Eyes by a ſerious Conſide- 
ration, begging to be made - worthy 
to avoid ſo great an Evil as is the 
ny 4 eternally Damn'd, and to en- 
mo a uva, as is the Doe: 
caven for Ever, 
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1. Streighneſ 


Otifider, That the firſt lajuſt ice 2 
Soul does to Gad, is the abuſing 
the Liberty granted her, by 
breaking his Commandments, 

and in Effect, declaring not to be willing 

to ſerve him: Dixiſti, non ſerviam. Jerem. 2 

Thou ſaidſt, I will not To puniſh there- 

fore ſo great a Boldneſs, God bas framed a' 

Priſon. in the loweſt Region of the Uni- 

verſe, a very ſuitable Place, as the furtheſt 

of all from Heaven. Here, tho” the Place 
itſelt is wide enough, the Damn'd will not 

even have that * which either a 1. 
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Priſoner has in walking between four Walls, 
or the Sick Man in turning himſelf in Bed, 
becauſe here ſhall be being up like a 
Fagot, and heap'd upon one another like 
unfortunate Victims; and this by Reaſon 
of the great Nunibers of the Damn'd, to 
whom this great Pit will become narrow 
And eee the Fire it 
ſelf will de to them, like Chains and Fer- 
ters. Pluet ſuper Peccatores Laqueos: Ignis & 
Sulphur, & Spiritus Procellarum pars Calicis 
eorum. Pſal. 10. He ſhall rain Snares on Sin- 
ners: Fire and Brimſtone, and the Spirit of 
Storms will be part of their Cup. Beſides, God 
will not concur with any thing that can 
give them any manner of Relief; making 
no more Account of them, than if they 
had never been in the World; and there- 
fore, obliviſcatur ejus Miſericordia. Job. 24. 
21. forgotten by his Mercy. Thoſe miſerable 
Wretches will not only be ſtreighten d; hut 
alſo be immoveable; and therefore if a 
bleſſed Saint (ſays. St. Anſelm, in his Book 
of Similitudes) will be ſtrong enough, ſhould 
there beOccaſion, to move the whole Earth; 
the Damn'd will be ſo weak, as not to be 
able even ta remove from the Eye, a Worm 
that is knawing it. The Walls of this Pri- 
ſon are more than four thouſand Miles 
thick, that is, as far as from hence to 
Hell; but were they, as thin as Paper, 
the Priſoners will be too weak to break 
through them to make their Eſcape. Ligatss 
| 8 Mani- 
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(3) 
| Manibis & Pedibus ejus, mittite man Teles 
bras exteriores. Mat. 22. Binding him Haud 
aua Foot," throw him into utter Darkneſs, 
What will chen that Sinner do, who was 
accuſtom'd to command, and have every 
Thing done his own Way, even, in De- 
ſpigkt of God himſelf, when he finds him- 
ſelt ſhot up in ſo deep an Abode, under the 
Feet of all Creatures, even the Devils 
themſelves, never to recover, for à whole 
Eternity, that Liberty which was ſo dear 
to him? Ohdeteſtable Liberty which end- 
eth thus in a Slavery that has no End? 
How much better would it have been to 
have ſubnmtted ones ſelf for a ſhort Time, 
to the pleaſant Voke of Divine Precepts, 
than to live for ever chain'd up in ſuch 
diſmal Fettets? Gee | 


tt 


5 15 4» 


% * 
: 31'S 


der; that this Priſon; will not 
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0 only be exreamliy Streight, but al- 
. ſo extreamly Dark. *Tis true there will 
7 be Fire, but depriv'd of Light; yet ſo 
that the Eyes ſhall ſuffer with the Sight of 
moſt horrible Appearances, and yet be 


» 


debarr'd of that Comfort, which in the 


Midſt of all their Tertour, the Lightnings 
themſelves might cauſe in the frightfaleſt - 
Tempeſts. Vox Domini intetcidentis fam 
mam Ignis. Pſ. 28. That will be true, be- 
cauſe as Ste Thomas ſays, Ibi erit Ardor ſie 
ISSN 4 B 2 Claritate, 
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; | TRPY 
Claritate, There will be Heat without Bright4. 
nes, by. a contrary Miracle to what wae 
wrought in the Babylonian. Furnace, for 
there, by the Command of God, the Heat 
was taken from the Fire, but not the Light 
or Brightneſs ; but in Hell the Fire will 
loſe-its Light, but not its Heat. Moreo- 
ver this ſame Fire burning with Brimſtone 
will have a ſearching Flame, which being 
= mingled with the rawling Smoke of that 
infernal Cave, will fill the whole Place, 
and raiſe à Storm of Darkneſs according 
to y hat is written, Hi ſunt quibus Progells. 
Tee hrarum 7 in æter num. ludæ. 13. 
Theſe are t Per ſons to whom t be Storm of 


Darkneſs is reſervd for ever. Finally, the 
fame Maſs of Bodies heap'd on one ano- 
ther, will contribute to make up a Part 
of that dreadful Night; not a Glimpſe of 
tranſparent Air being left to the Eyes of 
the Damn'd, thus darken'd and almoſt put 


any ft iendiy Light! One Night alone has 
ſometimes made a poor Priſoner turn quite 
grey. What Effects then mult that Night, 
which (hall never ſee Day, cauſe in thoſe 
unfortunate Creatures? Factæ ſunt tenebre | 
horribiles, Exod. 10. 22, Amongſt all the | 
Plagues 


(5) 
Plapues of Egypt, Fatte ſunt tenebre hor- 
ribiles, Ex. 10. 22, If Darkneſs alone was 
cald horrible ; what Name ſhall we gi 

to that Darkneſs, which is not to laſt 
for three Days only, but for all Eter- 
ier? | a 


Its S leah 


HL Oaſider, how much the Misfortune 
of this Prifon, ſo ſtreight and 
obſcure, muſt be heightned by the Addi- 
tion of the greateſt Stench. S. Th. in 4. 
diſt. 47. 9. Z. 2. Firſt, Thithet, as to a 
a Common-Shoare, all the Filth of the 
Earth ſhall run after the Fire has purg'd 
it at the laſt Day. Secondly, The Brim- 
None it ſelf continually burning in ſuch 
prodigious Quantity, will cauſe a Stench 


not to be Dore. | Thirdly, The very Bo- 


dies of the Damn'd will exhale ſo peſti- 
lential a Stink, that if any one of them 
were to be plac'd here oa Earth, it would 
be enough, as St. Bonaventure obſerves, to 
cauſe a general Infection, De Cadawveribus 
eorum aſcendet fator, Iſa. 34. 3. A Stench 
ſhall ariſe from their Carcaſſes, ſays the Pro- 
phet, for ſo he calls them, tho” they are 
hving Bodies, and will continue ſo, as to 
the Pain they ſhall ſuffer 3 but at the ſame 
Time are worſe than Carcaſſes as to the 
Stench that will come from them. The 
Devil appearing one Day to St. Martin 
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being for a Time cloſely ſhut up, 
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” 4.4 
with Purple Robes and-a Crown on his 
Head; (Sever, Sulpit in vit.) Adore me, 
aid he, beoauſe I am Chriſt, and deſerve it; 
but the Saint, aſſiſted by a Celeſtial 


_ Light, anſwer'd him, ſaying, * My Lord 


is crown'd with Thorns and cover'd 
* with Blood, 1 know him not in this 
new Dreſs; The Devil being diſcover'd, 


fled away, but left ſo great a Stench he- 


bind him, that this alone was ſufficient 
for the Saint to diſcover bim. If then one 


ſingle Devil could raiſe ſuch a Stench. 


what will that peſtiferons Breath be, that 


ſhall be exhal'd in that Dungeon, where 


all the whole Crowd of tormenting De- 
vils and all the Bodies of the tormented 
will be pen'd gp together. Air it ſelf, 
becomes 
inſupportable: Judge then what a Sink 
ot ſuch loathſom Filth muſt be to thoſe 
that are confin'd to it for Ever. This is 
the Habitation which Sinners voluntarily 
chuſe for ever, provided they ſatisfy 
with a ſhort Dream the infamous De ſires 
of their corrupted Fleſh. ' Theſe are the 


_ praud:-Palaces, which they who deſpiſe 


the Poor, and turn them away as loath- 
ſom, have built for themſelves by their 


Haughtineſs. Heaven, bought with the 


Blood of the Son of God, and therefore 
never: ſufficiently to be valu'd, is chang'd 
for this Priſon, Oh unfortunate Change! 
Oh Change that will be lameated _— 


. „ ME 
Flobd of Tears, but that in vain for 
Ever. Mortuus eſt autem & dives, & ſe- 
pultus eft in Inferno. Luk. 16. 22. The Rich 
Man died, and was buried in Hell, 2p 


30A CAALRS 
To the Eternal F ather to avoid HALL. 


Heavenly Father, Lord of immenſe 

2 Greatneſs, and incomprehenſible 

Majeſty! What Abyſs can contain ſo ma- 
ny Torments as will equal the Number of 
my Sinz, or my 'Boldneſs in rebelling a- 
gainſt Thee, and living according to my 
own perverſe {inclinations ? It were con- 
venient, that Power, by which thou rais'd 
me out of Nothing; and continueſt every 
Moment to preſerve me, ſhould be em- 
ploy'd in making a new Hell, and a more 
cruel Priſon, to be more proportionable 
to puniſh my Wickedneſs. It's true, I 
own it; but if I have left being thy 
Son, thou haſt not left being my Father. 
To thee thefefore 1 have Recourſe, and 
from the Bottom of my Heart 1 humbly 
crave thou wouldſt not deſtroy me, who 
am a Sinner; bus rather deſtroy the Sin 
which is in thy wretched Creature, by 
granting me thy Pardon, and freeing me 
from all Evil. This is a Work wholy 
ad of thee, to overcome my Malice 
by- thy Goodneſs, and take out of the 
| B 4 
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(68) 


World this great Monſter of my Iniquity; z 
if thou condemneſt me, I ſhall die, it's 
true; but my Malice will live for Ever in 
thoſe Flames. Tuus ſum ego Domine, ſaluum 


me fac, Pl. 118. 94. Remember therefore, that 


I am thy Creature, and that thy Hands made me 
according to thy Image, ſave me then, O Lord, 
for I am thine, If I do not deſerve it, thyDi- 


vine Son does, whom thou haſt given me 


for Redeemer. Turn thy Eyes from my 
Sins, and fix them on him: Behold thofe 


Infiaite, Merits which 1 "offer thee to Ta- 
tisly for my Debts, and to obtain ſo. much 


Help, as never to ſin more; but that in 
ſerving thee faithfully to the End, I may 
deſerve a Place in Heaven, where, with 
the Saints I ſhall bleſs thee, and Wk 
thee for ever and ever. Amen. 2 118 © 
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THE: SECOND 


CONSIDERATION 
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Jondder, that the Divine Wer bs 
choſen Fire as the fitteſt Inftru-- 
ment to puniſh thoſe that rebel againſt 
God. Even'among Mea there never was 
found a greater orment z Tormenturum 1. 
ultimum. Curt; 1. 6. tis therefore with 
Reaſon call'd the greateſt of all. Never⸗ 
theleſs you muſt not think the Fire 6 
Hell is like ours. Happy, I ſay, would* 
thoſe unfortunate Souls be, if they met 
with no other Fires, than what can 
made on Earth. The rich Man meatioh'd 
in the Goſpel, does not barely ſay he Was 
tormented by Fire; but crucier in hac 
Nammà, in this Flame, expreſſing in ſome 
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Kind the different Quality of the Infernal 
Flames. Our Fire is created for the Be- 
nefit of Man, to ſerve him as a Help in 
moſt Arts, and for the maintaining of 
Life ; but the Fire of Hell was only creat- 
ed for God to revenge himſelf of the 
Wicked. Vindicta carnis impij ignis. Eccl. 
7. 9. Our Fire is often applied to Subjects 
not at all proportion'd to its Adtivity; but 
the Fire of Hell is kindled by a ſulphur- 
ous and bituminons Matter, which will 
always burn with an unſpeakable Fury, as 
it happens in the Thunder-Bolt, which 
ſtrikes with ſo much Force, cauſed by the 
Violence of that lighted Exhalation. Pars 
ilorum erit in Stagno ardent; ione &. Sulphu- 
re. Apoc 21. Their Part ſhall be in the burn- 
ing Lake with Fire and Brimftone, Finally 
our Fire deſtroys what it burns, there- 
| fore the more intenſe it is, the ſhorter it 
is 3 but that Fire in which the dama'd 
ſhall for ever be tormented, ſhall burn 
without ever couſuming ; and is therefore 
by Chriſt compared unto Salt, Omnis enim 
igne falietur. Marc. 9, 49. For every one 
Foal be ſalted with Fire, which, torturing 
them with unconceiveable Heat in Na- 
ture of Fire, will alſo hinder them from 
being corrupted, as tis the Nature of 
Salt to do. If a little Flame of our Fire 
ſo much frightens us, if we cannot bear 
never ſo little a while the Flame of a 


Candle, how ſhall we be able to br dan 
7 | - 


77-7" 
ed for ever in Flames, whoſe Violence 
exceeds all Imagination? O thou, who 
haſt not as yet repented for the Sins thon 
committedſt laſt ; thou knowſt by Paith 
that if thou wert to die at preſent, thou 
wouldſt fall into that eternal Furnace, 
how can'ſt thou then find in thy Heart to 
lay down this Book before thou beggeſt 
Pardon from thy Heart of thy Sins? How 
canſt thon have the Courage to continue, 
1 will not ſay, Months, but even one 
Moment, in the State of one condemn'd 
to Hell? Potes hoc ſub caſu ducere ſomnos ? 
How canſt thou laugh, how canſt thou 
ſleep at Reſt? 


Its Quantity. 


II. F Onſider, what Strength this devour- 
ing Fire will have, on account of 
the great Quantity thereof. This infer- 
nal Priſon being to contain all the Bodies 
of the Damn'd, without being compene- 
ktkrated one with another: Twill be requi- 

fire it ſhould be a Pit of many Miles in 
Circumference, Depth, and Height, con- 
ſidering the great Number of its Pritoners. 
In'ernus dilatavit animam ſuam, & aperuit 
05 ſuum abſque ulio ter mino. Iſa. 5. 14, Hell 
has enlarg'd it Soul and open d iti Mouth wii h- 


out any Limit. Now all this great Pit will 


be full of Fire: Aud if lighted Straw, 
when there's enough of it, will heat an 
„ Oven, 
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' Oven, what will lighted Brimſtone do, fo 
violent, as to Quantity, and ſo great, is 
= Quality? defides, the Fire here will be 
- Hut ap fyichogt any Vent, and therefore 
all its Flames will return back by Rever- 
beration, and by Conſequence be of un- 
ſpeakable Activity. Who is there that 
can doubt, that if a whole Mountain were 
thrown into this great Furnace, but that 
it would melt as ſoon as a Piece of Wax? 
This the Devil was forc'd to own, being 
ask'd. by a Soldier, Cæſarius apud Collat. 
diſt. 6. ex. 89. And without his Teſtimo- 
ny we have the irrefragable Saying of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that aſſures us of it, in the 28 
Pſalm, calling it, Hamma comburens Mon- 
tes, A Flame burning Mountains, And yet 
Sinners inſtead of being frighted, make a 
Jeſt of theſe Flames, and are no more 
concern'd at them, than if they were 
Bonefires. Licet ignis ille e raſtuet, & flu- 
wius flamma accendat ur, nos tamen ride mu, 
E delicias amplectimur. Hom. 55 ad Popul, 
Tho that Flame burns and a River is ſet an 
Fire, we ſtill laugh and follow our Delights, 
ſays St. John Chriſoſtom, full of Aſtoniſh- 
ment: Holy Job ſaid Nec fortitudo lapidum 
fortitudo mea, nec caro mea anea eft, Job. 
7. His Strength was not like that of Stone, nor 
bis Fleſh of Braſs, yet if thine were of Stone 
and Braſs, it would in a Moment be melt- 
ed in that Fire in which thou art to liy 
for ever, in caſe thou doſt not deteſt an 
UL» | abandon 


„%; òꝶ is , = _ 
abandon thy wicked Life, I have ſaid 
little, it's true, in ſaying thou wer't to 
live in that Fire for Ever; I abr 48 


1 
have faid; that both thou and J, 4 | 
not fear'and love God, ſhall be like Fire 
it ſelf ; becauſe that Flame ſo fierce and 
fo great will not only afflict us without, 
as it happens with the Fires in this World; 
but will penetrate our very Bones, our 
Matrow, and even the very Principle of 
dur Life and Being. Pores cor ut Clibanum 
Inis, Pf. 204 Thou wilt place them as 4 Fur- | | 
nace of Fire, ſays the Prophet. Every one 
that is damn'd will be like a lighted Fur- I 
nace, which has its own Flames in it ſelf, YF 
all that filthy Blood will boyl in the Veins; 
the Brains in the Scull, the Heart in the | 
Breaſt, the Bowels within that unfortu- 
nate Body, ſurrounded with an Abyfs of | 


Fire, out of which it cannot eſcape. Quiz 
poterit habitare de vobis cum Igne Devorante, 
Jſa. 33. Who, of you will be able to live in a 
Devourmg Fire # ſays the Prophet Haiab, $3 
a Fire: that will turn you into it felf, and MJ 
make of you a Living Flame. Let us an- LI. 
fwer, but let us firſt ſeriouſly think on 
Its 8 
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Geenen 3115 . 3887; Novi 
(ee that, whatever has been 
id either to the Strength, the 
Quality, or the Quantity of this Infernal 
Fire, tis nothing in Compariſon to the 
Jatenſeneſs it will have as being: the In- 
ſtrument of the Divine Juſtice, which will 
raiſe it above its natural Force to produce 
moſt wonderful Effects. Deſcendit: Ignis a 
Deo de Calo. Apor. ro. The Infernal Fire 
will be of that Kind; it will have its 
Riſe from the Foot of the Throne of God, 
that is to ſay, it will receive an incredi- 
ble Vigour from the Omaipotency of God; 
working, not with its own Activity, but; 
as an Iaſtrument, with the Activity of its 
Agent; who will give to the Flames ſuch 
latenſeneſs as he ſhall think convenient to 
revenge the Outrages committed againſt 
him, and to repair the Iajuries done his 
Glory. Creatura enim tibi Factori deſerviens 
exardeſcit in Tor mentum adverſus injuſtos. 
Sap. 16. 24. Tow Creature ſerving thee the 
Creator, is lighted up into Torment again 
the Wicked, 1 N gen 
If the Fire, like a Sword, falling with 
its own Weight only, makes ſuch Havock 
-amongft us, What will it do in Hell, when 
afſiſted by an Omnipotent Arm? $5 acu- 


ero ut fulgur Gladium meum, Deut. 32, 41. 


if 


- us) 
KI ſhall whet my Sword as the Lightning, So 
that this-Fire,tho'Corporeal,will not only 
burn the Body, but the Soul alſo; for ay 
God makes-uſe of material Water in Bap- 
tiſm, not only to waſh the Body, but to 


cleanfe and ſanQify the Soul, fo in Hell 


he makes uſe of Fire, tho' material, to pu- 
nimm ber when ſinful and unclean. The 

Infernal Fire then is an Effect of the Om- 
nipotency of God injur'd by Sinners; tis 
a viſible Sign of that infinite Hatred which 


the Divine Goodneſs bears to Sin, as alſo 


an Invention of his Wiſdom to recover the 
Honour taken from him by the wicked ; 
who therefore will be able to tell me to 
what Degree thoſe Torments will amount 
to be a Blow proportionable to the Arm 
of the moſt High, and an Invention wor- 
thy of his Mind? Quis novit Poteſtatem 
Ire tua? Pſ. 99. Who knows the Pore; of thy 
Anger ? Not being able to conceive this, 
as being above the Capacity of our Na- 
ture, how ſhall we be able to explicate 
it? Miſerere Anime tus, Eccl. 30. 22. 
Have Mercy then of thy Soul, and if thow 
haſt no Care of thy Soul, have Compaſ- 
ſion, at leaſt, of thy Body, for which thou 
art at all Times ſo ſollicitons. Conſider 
ow dear thoſe forbidden Pleaſures are to 
coſt, which thou grantedſt thy Body in 
Contempt of the Law of God. 'Behold' 
that. Eter nal. Fur nace is already lighted 
ag the Breath of the Anger of God is 
1 contigually 
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continually blowing it to encreaſe, if poſ- 
ſible, the Violence of its Flames: There 
are many there already for leſs Faults 
than thine; we ought no longer then to 
add new Matter to this Fire by new 
Sins, but by Penance and Tears to en- 
deavour to put it out. Tempus Flendi, 
Eccl. 3. This is the Time of Crying. Ve 
vobis qui ridetis quia lugebitis' & flebitis, 
Luc. 6. 25. Woe be to you t hat laugh, for 
you ſhall cry and lament. | 


A PRAYER 


To the Eternal Word to free us from 
HEI. 

Son of God, who out of Compaſſion: 
of our Evils became the Son of 
Man; behold here that ſtray'd Sheep, 
which thou, as a good Shepherd, ſought- 
eſt with ſo much Pain, and redeemedſt 
with ſo much Blood: Canſt thou permit 
it to be loſt, and take no Care of it? 
O Lord, no, but rather place it on thy. 
Shoulders, and ſhew to all Heaven the 
Fruit of thy Labours, and the Price of 
thy Divine Life. If thou ſaveſt me, alk 
the Ble led will rejoyce, and the Angels 
will praiſe thee for it; and I with them 
will for ever ſing thy Mercies. Have 
therefore, O Lord, Pity on me, Libera me 
de Ore Leonis, and free my Soul * the 
3 awWS 


„ | 
Jaws of this infernal Lion, who, out af 
Spite to thee weuld devour me. It's true, 
I have not had the Reſpect for thee, as | 
ought, ſo often preferring my brutal Fan- 
cies to thy Divine Will; but 1 am ſorry 
for it from my Heart, lannul, retraQ, and 
deteſt, all I have done againſt thee, be- 


cauſe thou art my Chiefeſt Good, and be- 


cauſe I love thee, and will continue to 
love thee above all Things, as thy infinite 
Perfection deſerves; deſiring, at the ſame 
Time a preater Sorrow, than I have, to 
reſtore by this Act the Glory I have de- 
priv'd thee of by my Sins. Let that Mer- 
cy, Which, whilſt I finned, did fo graci- 
ouſly move thee to ſuſpend the Puniſh- 
ment, excite thee at preſent to pardon 
me intirely, ſince I humble my ſelf before 
thee. I take this Soul, ia Manus tuas Do- 
mine commendo Spiritum meum, ana put her 
again into thy Divine Hands. I appeal from 
the Tribunal of an Injur'd God, by which 


I deſerv'd to fall, to that of a God, Who 


was crucify'd, and dy'd for me, let that 


judge me, let that ſign the Sentence; 


where thou haſt with ſo much Love writ- 
ten my Salvation, there will I remain to 
enjoy the Fruit thereof for Ever. Amen. 
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Z 70 as the Brother of Dragons, and Fellow of 
Ortriches. Iob.zo 29. | 
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if ning preat Torment w wil be 
z adder} to the "Infernal Habitation 

9 che lahabitants themſelves. ' The bes 
ing in ill Company is ſo great a Pain, that 


one would think the very Plants on Earth 
are ſenſible of it, whilſt they withdraw: 5 


themſelves and fly thoſe that are Nox! 


or bürtful to 'them. 7 Tt is moſt cette 


that the Holy Ghoſt aſſures us, Meli eff 


habit are in — deſerta, quam cum muliere 


rixoſa, & iracunda, Prov. 21 19. Tis 
better to live in 4 deſert Land, than with 4 
ſcolding and angry Woman. A poor Haſs 
band, that's accuſtom'd to hear 

| ur 
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but [lamenting and brawling at Home, 


can ſcarce reſolve to return thither at 
Night, and every Hour ſeems to him a 
Thouſand, til] he is got out again. judge 
then what twill be to live for Ever inCom- 
any of the Damned ; when the being on- 
with one of them, I will not ſay in 
Hell, but in a Terreſtrial Paradiſe, would 
be a Torment not to be born. As in 
Heaven they are full of Charity, and love 
each other as themſelves, ſo in Hell, it 
will be quite contrary; « they will all be 
fill'd with Hatred, wiſhing each other all 
Evil; full of Enmity, not to be reconcild 
for a, whole Eternity: All Laws being 
overturn'd, and all Reaſon baniſh'd, there 
will be no Regard had to Conſanguinity, 
Parentage, Countty, or to any Tie, or 
Motive which might mitigate their deſpe - 
rate Rage againſt} one another. Spixta"Fort- 
greg ate igne comburentur, Iſai 33. The Thorns 
gathered together ſhall be burnt by Fire, They 
will be like Thorns, always pricking and 
tearing one another in Pieces. Ia what 
Paſſion. do we now and then behold ſome 
fick People, when not ſerv'd according to 
their Mind? What a Fury is that Gouty 
Perſon in, when handled a little rougher 
than ordinary? And yet this is but a Sha- 
dow of the Deſpair; of thoſe Wretches 
which will prove ſo tormenting' to them- 
felyes and others: Their very Howlings 


and. Groans- will make them. * 
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A Mother cannot, endure to hear her 
Child cry the whole Night; and tho? ſhe 


loves it, yet ofteatimes is ſo tranſported. 
with Anger, as to curſe it: But what 
Curſes and what Furies will thoſe of the 
Dama'd, be amongſt ſo many Tears and 

Lamentations, not of a beloved Child, 
but ot a numberleſs Crowd of Enemies, 
not of a Night of ſome few Hoars, bur 
of a Night that will laſt for Ever? And 
ſhall'there be any one among Chriſtians 
who can think to find ſome Relief in that 
Gulph of Tormeats,” by not being there 
alone? O Fools! O Madmen! Shall not 
the Furnace increaſe in Heat in Proportion 
to the Fewel that's thrown into it ? Ex 
Damnatorum multitudine pans 3 
augetur, in 4 diſt» 50. q. 2. 4. Pain of 
every Particular, ſays S. Thomas, is increasd 


from the Multitude of the Damn'd. The 


more there are, the greater will be their 
Torment, which will encreaſe by Reflexion 
from one to the other, aggravating each 
others Pain, and redoubliag each others 
Miſery. To a poor Body in Torment, 
ſometimes the Sight of his very Friends is 
a Trouble, and the very Words that ate 
ſpoken to comfort him, give him a Diſtur- 
bance; and ſhall you expect any Eaſe 
from the Company and Sight of your 
ſworn Enemies? | Fx 
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| che Company of the Devils 
will proye far more tormenting 
20 Would be that of our greateſt Ene- 
mies, they being alſo Executioners and 
Miniſters af, the Divine jaſtice. They 
wall ali the Damned two different 
Ways, by their Sight and by Reproaches. 
The Sight, of a Devil is ſo terrible, that 
S. Francss. after having ſeen one, - aſſur'd- 
his {20 e Brother 1 5 it 
not been fon 4. 3 
coula 4 ve b bebeld þ j 125. eee for. 
neuer 72 1 Without expiring. Cron. 
pe. 1. J. 5. 4 1 14. c. 5. 15 Antoninus, in 
his Som, in Dialog. tract. 1. c. 28. makes 
mention of a Religions Perſon, who, ha- 
ving ſeen the Devil, ſaid, He: would freely 
go into. 4 fiery. Furnace rather than ſee him 
any more. S. Catharine of Siena ſpeaking to 
our Saviour, ſaid much more; That rather 
than to behold again ſo frightful an Infernal 
Form, ſhe would chuſe to walk in a Road all of 
Fire to the very Day of Judgment: According 
to this, one of thoſe Monſters! alone 
would be enough to make a Hell ofthe 
Place he is in; yet in Hell they will be 
without Number. Hoſtis meus terribilibus 
oculis me intuitus eſt, Job 16. 10. My Ene 
my, ſays Job, in the Perſon of a Sinner, 
hath beheld me with terrible Eyes, fearing 
the 


CY 


the very, leaſt Glance of ſuch. frightful 
Looks. But what will it be, when Res 


proaches and Scorn is added to the Sight; 


of them? Thou art, at laſt, caught in the 
Net, will thoſe wicked Spirits ſay to every 
one of thoſe poor Wretches: Learn to 
truſt thy ſelf to Traitors, Fool that de- 
ſerved'ſt always to have been chain's, 

who. couldſt ſo eaſily have ſaved thy elf 
by reſtoring thoſe, ill gotten Goods, by, 
breaking of that lewd Practice, by one 
hearty Sorrow, and thou wouldſt not da 
it. Why do thou now complain? Thou. 
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wert thy {elf the Occafion of thy Misfor- 


tune. 1 Curie God and die; but. ie ſo a 


never to end thy Miſery, -and, tail on, 
never to reſt. The Gameſter w ho has Ioſt 
all his Money at play, bears nothing ſo 
impatiently as the being upbraided with 


his Misfortunes: This puts him into a 


Rage, he tears the Cards, he foams and 
Storms, and cares. not what becomes of 
his Life, if he can but revenge himſelf. 
The Damned ſhall be burning with Rage 
and Anger, yet without any Power of Re- 
venge. They muſt, in Spite of 'em, hear 
all and ſee all, and conſume themſelves 


with Pain, without any Hopes of Redreſs. 


However what a Life will that be, worſe 
than a thouſand. Deaths, to live among 
ſuch cruel Enemies and ſuch bloody Exe- 
cutioners? The Church knowing what a 
miſerable Condition it muſt be to be forc'd 
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== & ive with an Enemy, condeſcends to 


parate the Habication of ſuch' married 
People, to whom Enmity and a more than 
ordinary Hatred have made it intollerable 
together. O that ſuch a Compaſſion to live 
could enter this unfortunate Place, that 
what thoſe poor Wretches ſuffer, they 
might ſuffer alone, and carry their Hell 
with them into ſome Corner of the Earth 
like a Cage of Fire only far themſelves! 
but they cannot hope for ſo much Good, 
Peccator videbit & iraſcetur, dentibus ſuis 
| 2 S Pf. 1 bange 87522 hall 
e, and ſhall he angry, aſh hit Teeth 
ard pine away. The Sinner mal behold the 
Foulnefs' af his Tormentors, hear their 
Injuries, ſhall foam with Rage, and con- 
ſume himſelf to no End, for, Deſiderium 
S  - peccatorum peribit. Pſ. 113. The Deſire of 
Sinners ſhall periſh. © | | 
Df the Complices in Sin. 
Þ al Eiern | 


IH. Onfider, That the Company of 

de Complices in Sin will be pain- 
ful above all Imagination, it being but 
reaſonable that thoſe ſhould become In- 
ſtruments of greater Grief to ſatisfy the 
Divine Juſtice, who have been Miniſters 
of moſt criminal Pleafures in offending. 
Without Doubt therefore thoſe Friends, 
for whoſe Sake you turn'd your Backs to 
God, will be the cruelleſt Furies of that 
Abyls. 
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Abyſs. Then will be folfill'd what was 

threatned by Joſhua, Sint ſudes in Oculis 
ve ſtris, Jeſ. 23. 13. to thoſe who ſhould 
love Creatures to the Prejudice of that 
Love which is due te the Creator, that 
thoſe Creatures ſhould be to them like 
Stakes in their Eyes, tormenting their Sight 
and Memory without the leaſt Mercy. 
Who can conceive what Curſes, what 
Blaſphemies, What Execrations they will 
ſpit out, wanting Nothing but.the Power 
of devouring one another? Unuſquiſque 
carnem brachij ſui vorabit. Manafſesr Ephraim, 
& Ephraim Manaſſem, ſimul ipſi contra Ju- 
dam, Iſa. 9. 20. Every One ſhall eat the Fleſb 
of his Arm. Manaſſes Ephraim, and Ephraim 
Manaſſes, they together. againſt Juda. God 
preſerve. you from ever falling inte that 
Pit; as I beg it for my ſelf, ſo I de for you, 
from my very Heart : But remember, from 
this very Time, that if ever thro' Misfor- 
tune you ſhould fall into it, that no Devil 
will torment you ſo much as the Perſon 
you diſordinately lov'd. That Face, which 
at preſent, you ſtile your Heaven, will then 
appear ugly to you, as Hell it ſelf. Thoſe 
Eyes, which are now your Stars, ſhall then 
ſend forth Darts more piercing than the 
very Lightning. Thoſe. Locks which 
you value as much as any Treaſure, will 
then be turn'd into Vipers fiercer than 
any Dragon: In one Word, you will 
have in her all that's Tormenting, a Hell 
C | equal 


(26) | 
equal, if not worſe than all Hell beſides ; 
reflecting every Moment for what Filth 
you have loſt 'the beautiful Face of God ; 
and for how ſmall] a Satisfaction you have 
enſlaved your ſelf to eternal Miſery. A 
great Prince being taken Priſoner in War, 
ſeeing himfelf brought before a Subject of 
his, who then was become his Rival and 
Conqueror; take that Man away, ſaid he 
to the Standers by, or out of Compaſſion 
to me, kill me. Ah miſerable Sinner, 
what Death wouldſt not thou willingly 
undergo to have her taken ont of thy 
Sight, whom once, in a Stile rather be- 
coming a Heathen than a Poet, thou 
calledſt thy Goddeſs ? Thou wonldſt re- 
joice to be buried in a deeper Pit, if it 
could be; think it eaſier to live with Dra- 
gons, and look upon the Company of De- 
vils far more pleaſant : But there's no 
Remedy : That Fury may be curs'd, may 
be deteſted, but is not to be remov'd : 
What thinkeſt thou then of this Habita- 
tion? The Puniſhment aſſign'd for Parri- 
cides was to be ſhut up in a Sack with a 
Cock, a Serpent and a Monkey, and fo 
to be thrown into the Sea : But how lit- 
tle do the Law-givers amongſt Men under- 
ſtand what Pain is! The Divine Juſtice 
has found out other Sort of Company 
 wherewith to puniſh Criminals, a Place 
full of Executioners and condemn'd Per- 
ſons, fill'd with Hatred and Reproaches, 


in 
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in the Middle of a Sea of Fire, which, 
has neither Shore nor Bottom: And yet 

thete are thoſe, Who chaſe it for their 
Eternal Dwelling preferably to the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem. Lata Porta, & Spatioſa . 
Via eſt que ducit ad Perditionem, & multi 
intrant per eam. Mat. . 13. Wide the Gate, 

and Spacious is the Muy which leads to Perdi- 
tion, and mau enter the ſame. They are 
not drag'd to it by Force, but go freely 
thither on their own Accord. 


2 A PRAYER 5 
5. the Hol) * Ghoſt, to avoid Damnation. 


Mot Holy Spirit, who with the Fa- 
ther and the Son art one and the 
ſame God, I adore thee out of a real 
Senſe ot my Inſufficiency, and moſt hum- 
bly acknowledge, (Sine tuo Numine nibil eſt 
in 'FHomint, nihil eſt lun xium. Seq iu Miſſa.) 
that without thy Help I cannot have the 
leaſt Good Thougbt, for there is Nothing 
in Man, without thee, but what is defi- 
led. How then ſhall I be able without 
thy Aſſiſtance to overcome the greateſt of 
all Dangers, which I run on Account of ſo 
many Iniquities, toswit, the Danger of 
being Damn'd. It belongs to thee, O Lord, 

to ſupport my Weakneſs: And the Glo. 
ry of ſiving me will be thine, by triamph- 
ing over thy and my Enemies. Art not 
C 2 thou 
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(es) 
thou the Spirit of Comfort ? Why wilt 
thou let me fall into Eternal Miſery ? 
Thou, who art my Support, thou, who 
from my Mother's Womb took'ſt me for 
thine, by Regeneration in the Waters of 
Baptiſm, can'ſt thou now, forgetting my 
Danger,be deaf to all myPrayers,and ſuffer 
him to periſh who relies on thee? Let it 
never be ſo: I hope in Thee, and 1 know 
1 hall not be confounded, confidently ex- 
pecting to praiſe thy Mercies, in Compa- 
ny of all the Saints in Heaven, tho? af- 
zer having many Times deſerv'd to feel 
the Rigour of thy Juſtice among others 
damned in Hell. And becauſe it is not 
ficting I ſhould only think of my ſelf, 1 
humbly beſeech thy Favour for all my 
Chriſtian Brethren, and recommend to 
thee all Sinners, as much as 1 do my own 
Soul- : Shut up, by thy Grace, the Way 
to that Abyſs, that they may have no 
more Sins to bring them to it; Enlighten 
their Underſtanding, that they may be 
ſenſible of the fatal Conſequences of their 
wicked Life, and give them ſo much 
Strength as to mend themſelves, that ſer- 
ving Thee faithfully in this Life, they 
may deſerve to enjoy Thee for Ever in a 
Bleſſed Eternity. Amen. We £11 34 
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1 3 dos Wert * arme sau 
l #YObfider what great Loſs a Soul ſuf- 
fers iin loſing of God for Ever; and” 
with him all the Do jav bare which ſhe 
might have hoped for in poſſeſſing bim. 
Who can fufficiently explicate' what it is 
to be-depriv'd for Ever of the Chiefeſt 
Good? We may fay of this, what St. . 
| guſtin ſays of Happineſs : Acquiri 'poreft, 


— 


— 
1 


eſtimari non poteſt ;, It may be acquir d, but 
cannot be valned. So on the contrary, the 
Pain of Loſs may be felt, but cannot be 
explicated neither by the Damned, nor: 
even the Bleſſed themſelyes. This Pair 
in Subſtance is a Hell of its ſelf greater 
than all the reſt; for, Ir this, ſays St. Tho- 
"901 C3 mas, 
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CIR Jo 
mas, Damnatio ultima conſiſtit in hoc, quod 
Intellettus Hominis totaliter Divino Lumine 
privetur, & affettus a Dei Bonit ate obſtinaid 
avert atur. Opuſc. 2. e. +74. Damnation eſſen- 
tially conſiſts, That the Dude rſt anding of Man 
be totally depriv'd of Divine Light, and bis 
Affection obſtinately turn fram the Goodne ſa 
of God, This Pain therefore is infinite; 
for if the Fury of that devouring Fire 
could be a Thouſand and a Thouſand 
Times wedoybled,” it would never equal 
this Torment: Si Mille quis ponat Gehen- 
nas, nihil tale dicturus eſt; quale, a beate il- 
lius Gloria Honore repelli. Homil. 24. in 
c. 7. Matt. If any One, ſays S. John Chry- 
ſoſtome, ſhould imagin a Thouſand Hells, he 
will never thereby expreſs what it is, to be ex- 
cluded from the Honour of that bleſſed Glory. 
Ia like Manner, if all the other Pleaſures 
of Heaven were -multiply'd a. Thouſand 
Times over and over, they could never 
equal the Joy of the Bleſſed in beholding 
God Face to Face. God is not therefore 
that Good, which can be conceiy'd. by our 
weak Underſtanding ; but ſuch a Divine 
Being, as infinitely. ſurpaſſes all Thought 
whatſoever; fo the Evil of loſing God, 
is not, what we can comprehend. 4n this 
Life, but infinitely ſurpaſſiag all Imagi- 
nation: It's an Evil annex'd to the Di- 
vine Vengeance of God : It's an, Evil, 1 
may ſay, by Divine : Appointment, in 
which God is concerned as Supreme 
. | Judge. 


* - 
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\ 
Judge. Eff & turpium pana Deus. Li. 5 


de Conſid. c. 21. God is alſe the Pain of the | 


Wicked, ſays S. Bernard.: That is, as God 
is the greateſt Happineſs of the Bleſſed 
in Heaven, ſo be will be the greateſt Pain 
of the Damned in Hell. Then will that 
diſmal Divorce, that eternal Enmity and 
perpetual Oppoſition be eſtabliſh'd be- 


tween God and his Creature: Ves nen 


Populus meus, & ego non ere veſter. Of. 2. 
You ſhall be no longer my People, and I wall 
not be your Ged. The Creature ſnall be- 
long no longer to God, fo as to teceixe 
any Comfort from him, or any Ways feel 
the Benefit of his Protection: The Crea- 


ture will deteſt, blaſpheme and hate her 


Maker, without any Power of removing 
her ſelf from him; and he in like Man- 
ner will abhor and; reject her, but ſtill be 
always preſent by his Iafluence to tormept 
her. O what Diviſon! O what Union! 
Both lamentable without Compatiſon; 
and yet Sinners do not fear! Aut horitatis 
formidabile Miniſterium, The Office of 
Judge is ſtiled Formidable in Law, becaule 
he can decree Eight Kinds of Puniſnment; 
and that God is not fear'd, who after ha- 
ving decreed innumerable -Tormeats for 
the Wicked, makes himſelf alſo their Pu- 
niſhment: Quis non timebit te, O Rex Gen- 
tium 2 Who 7 
Nations; ler. 10. 7. 
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all not fear thee, O King, f | A 


< J2 ) 15 
Thi, Lofs is moſt painful. 


ww” aſider, that Sinners at preſent 
make but little Account of the 
Loſs of the Chieſeſt Good ; becauſe being 
accuſtom'd to weigh all Things by their 
Senſes, they have no Idea of that Evil, 
"as not falling within their Reach. Be- 
Ades, they taking Delight in being eſtran- 
ged from God, do not underſtand what 
Torment it can be, to be ſeparated from 
Aim for ever: But in this, as well as in 
other Things, they ſhew themſelves Fools. 
Tho' ina this Life we have but a very ob- 
ſcure Knowledge of the infinite Happi- 
neſs which conſiſts in enjoying God; yet 
in Hell the Damned, for their greater Tor- 
ment, will have a moſt lively Apprehen- 
fion of ſo great a Good; and, knowing 
that *tis thro” their Fault they have loſt 
it, they will always be conſuming them- 
\felves with Rage and Deſpair. A Hawk 
does not ſtir till he ſees his Prey; but ha- 
ving once diſcover'd it, with what Fury 
does he dart himſelf upon it, and if ty'd, 
is ready to break his Jeſſes to make at it. 
Ia this Life, the Soul is kept down by the 
Body, and continues in it as a Fire un- 
der the Aſhes in a natural State; but 
breaking loſe from the Body, is in a vio- 
tent State, like Fire lighted in a Mine; 
and as this is in a State of the utmoſt 
W þ 5 Violence, 


(33) 
Violence, ſo is a Soul in endeavouring to 
get to her Center, which is God, Den, 
Cordis mei. Pſ. 72. And becauſe at the 
ſame Time mne is rejected by God as un- 
worthy of him, it cannot be expreſs d 


what Torment ſhe is put to, by being 
forc'd to be out of her proper Place for 
Ever. If a Bone out of Joint cauſes ſuch 
unſpeakable Pain, who can expreſs the 
Pain a Body muſt ſuffer in having-all its 
Bones, above Two Hundred in Number, 
put out at once? Yet this would be but a 
Dream in Compariſon of that Affliction, 
which a Soul feels by being out of her Cen- 
ter, which is God : As much as the Soul 


ſurpaſſes the Body, ſo much onght her im- 


mediate Griefs to ſurpaſs thoſe of the Bo- - 
dy. If Pain be the Effect of Separation; 


where the Union is greater, there Se- 


paration muſt of Gonſequence be the more + 


painful: For, as the Inclination a Soul 


has to God, the Center of Happineſs to 
a rational Mind, is a natural and neceſſa- 


ry Tendency, by which, ſhe is carry'd.on 


with all the Force of her Being, to be 
violently ſeparated from this Object, and 
that,. for ever, maſt be a Torment with- - 
out its Equal, and.,in a Manner doubly - 
Infinite, both as to. the Good ſhe is depri- 


ved of, which: is Divine, and as to the 


Time it is to laſt, which is Eternal What - 


therefore will. the uafortunare Singer ſay 


at the hearing of the laſt dreadtul Sen- 
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tende. Go from me thou_acturſed into 
Everlaſting Fire, | be gone far Ever from 
JT | »: FRL TYRE TERSSAHT 
me thy God, for to dwell far Ever With 
thy Enemies in Fire. It has ſometimes 
happen'd that a Mother led into Capti- 
vity, aud parting from her Son, or one 
Siſter leaving another, has fallen down 
dead on the Spot merely by Exceſs. of 
. Grief : What Death will a Soul feel then 
in parting with God for ever ? Till not 
be ſuch a, Death as puts ag End to Evils, 
but ſuch as begins them; neyer to have 
ee ee 
I Tis due to Sin. 
III G that this bittersepatation, 
N this RARE Lofs is due to Sin, 
and re-eſtabliſhes in the Univerſe what 
Sin had deftroy'd. For in Sin there is a 
double Malice: The firſt is the turning 
ones Back to the increated Good, having 
neither Regard to his Diyine Will, nor 
Value for his Divine Friendſhip; the o- 
ther is the fixing ones Eyes on a created 
Good as the Chief Object and Centre of 
ones Happineſs. Duo mala fecit populus 
meus, Two evil Things has my People done, 
ſays our Lord in Jeremy, 2. 13. Ae dere- 
liquerunt fontem Aque vive, They have left 
me the Fountain of living Water. Behold 
here the Averſion or Turning from God. 
Et foderunt ſibi Ciſternas di ſſipatas, And 152 
wc.” 24 - ave 
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1 
have dug Cifferns- for themſelves that do not 
hola Witir. 4 Behold here the Converſion 
to the Creature; in theſe two Kinds of 
Malice conſiſts the Evil of Mortal, 'Sin. 
Now the Divine juſtice prepares a Panthh- 
ment in Hell ſuitable to both theſe Dif- 
orders; in puniſhing the Converſion to 
the Creature, by the Means of Creatures 
themſelves, that is, by Fire, by Darkneſs, 
by Stench, by Impriſonmept, by the De- 
vils with the Pain of Senſe: Aud he pu- 
niſhes the Averſion fromGod by depriving 
the Sinner of God himſelf, with the Pain 
of Loſs. From hence follows, that the 
firſt Malice, in abandoning the chiefeft 
Good, being incomparably reater than 
the Second, which conſiſts in ſeekipg Aa 
Satisfaction in forbidden Objects, *tis' but 

juſt that the Pain of Loſs correſponding to 
the firſt Malice be incomparably greater 
than the Pain of Senſe, which correſponds 
to the Second. Beſides it follows that the 
Averſion to God, being as it were an in- 
finite Injury done. the Creator,” the Pain 
of Loſs that is due to it ought to be, as it 
were, an infinite Miſery in the rebellious 
and condemn'd Creature: And becauſe 
the ſame Creature, according to her Being, 
is not capable of ſo much Torment as the 
Wrong done to God, by abandoning him 
deſerves; the Divine Juſkice therefore 
will ſupply ſo much Strength to the Minds 
N the damn'd, to comptehend their Boſs 
in 


1 
Fo — p 4 — BY - þ — — — — . -— _ 
FLARE LY tem - 
. - F. a _— — I - A . — - b — - - — — — —ę— — — — — — —— 8 
* * n Fon WOT * 22x — 1 » 3 — . — : - = 5 1 
- &S % — — — — - — — — hw — — ws cas —_ - mou * - GA db * =, — - * 2 — 
a — — — A — SE 2 war = — - 3 272 2» 6». 4 $6 
A N 2 1 82 ' G $ *_ 
1 W 2222 5 ys 6. — CC ES * ho * 
* 7 - * 8 < - d - 8 * hd ihe - 3 - 


— - 2 
wu ws 3 


— — 
U «+ » —_— _ - 
* 
2 
1 r 
2 12 5 


i 


Pp . ; 
_—.: 2 40 36 d] 

In lively. a Manner, as nat to be able 
 # much as one Moment to turn their 
1 Thoughts from it. Evigilabunt in /Oppro- 
 brium, ut videant ſemper, Dan. 12. They 
ſhall awake unt o Reproach to. ſee it always. 
God concurring to this unhappy. Know- 
Jedge, by a painful Light, to make them 
Inflaitely miſerable, as he does by a Light 
of Glory concur: with the Bleſſed in Hea- 
von to make them eternally happy: And 
therein conſiſts the Difference of Paid, 
| which Sinners will feel for having loſtGod. 
= / Fho' every one that's damn'd will equally 
Joſe God, yet thoſe who are guilty of more 
Sins, will on more Heads be deprived of 
Him: To. theſe the Divine Juſtice will 
give more Underſtanding to comprehend 
their Loſs, that thereby their Torment 
may be the greater. How fooliſh then: 
muſt: they be, who adding one Sin to the 
ather, comfort themſelves. with Saying, 
tis. as. good be damned for a- hundred Sins 
as for one. [Unfortunate People! the 
Lord have Mercy on yon, from falling 
into that Aby ſs, tor at the End you would 
to your own Coſt, find the Difference. 
He that is damned for one Sin, undergoes. 
a Hell in the Pain of Senſe and Pain of 
Loſs.due to that Sin: But he that is dam- 
ned for an hundred Sins, fuffers, as it 
were, an hundred. Hells, that is, a Tor- 
ment a hundred Times redoubled in one 
and the other Kind of Pain 3; and is, as it 

. were 


\ 
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were as many Times damn'd as he hay Ti- 
tles deſerving Damnation. How is it 
poſſible that we, who if to be let Blood, 
fo eaſily find a Difference between a Lan- 
cet that is leaſt ſharp, or the Surgeons 
Hand that's heavier than ordinary, ſhow'd 
make no Diſtinction between one or more 
Eternities of ſuch Pains, as the Wiſdom 
of an angry God could invent for thoſe 
that hate him! I do not at all wonder 
that in more than three hundred Places 
in Holy Scripture, Sinners are call'd Fools, 
ſince they ſo well deſerve it; and if other 
Fools are tied with Ropes, theſe deſerve 
to be bound in Chains. 5 wy 


A PRAYER | 
To JESUS CHRIST, to obtain 
to be ſaved.. 


ESUS CHRIST my Eord;z who 
J thro' Exceſs of thy infinite Mercy 
becameſt my Advocate with thy Heaven- 
W Father, can I do any Thing better 
than beg thou would'ſtJu7ica Cauſam tuam. 
Pf. 37. 22. Plead thy un Cauſe: The Cauſe 
indeed is mine, becauſe thereon my Eter- 
nal Salvation depends; but 't is thine al- 
ſo, ſor as much as it concerns thy Glory; 
for then alone Jpſe eris Salvator meus, 
Job. 13. 16. Thou ſhalt be, compleatly, my 
Saviour. It. truly was an Exceſs of in- 
finite Mercy to free me, by the Price of 
thy moſt precious Blood,from that 22 

Wnere- 


— 


 whoreunts* my Sins had led me; but 
hat will that Exceſs avail me, if get- 
— — of' thy Hands, I return again 
to caſt my ſelf into that bottomleſs' Pit 
of Damnation? Que Utilitas in Sang nine 
tuo, dum deſcendo in Corruptionems? Pſal. 29. 
10. What Advantage in thy Blood, whilſt I 
deſcend inte Corruption? Thou canſt hold 
me, and efficaciouſly keep me from Periſh- 
ing, for, In Manibus tuis Sortes thee, Pſal. 
30. 16. In thy Hands are ny Lots." If 
then thou reſolveſt to ſhut thy Ears to 
my Prayers, thou muſt alſo, in Regard 
to me, change that amiable Name of JE- 
SUS, fo full of Hope and Sweetneſs, and 
cancel all the Promiſes thou madeſt me of 
being my Life. O JESUS therefore be 
unto me a JESUS, and fave me. Thou 
haſt by thy Paſſion merited more Good 
for me, than I have demerited by my Sin; 
it is not reaſonable then to think my 
Debt can go further to condemn, than fo 
full a Payment can go to ſave me. © 
therefore moſt loving Redeemer, lay 
open to the Father Almighty thoſe 
Wounds, which, for this End, thou haſt 
*reſerv'd in thy glorious Body: Demand 
that Mercy for me, which is due to 
thee, by all Right of Juſtice ; that be- 
ing enrich'd with thy Merits, and de- 
fended by thy Protection, I may for ever 
enjoy with thee the Fruit of thy La- 
bours, AMEN. a 
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Abe he Sting a of Conſcience, = 
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F- "xe = The Memory of pe Bleafures, 


der, that as. in. dead Bodies 
Worms are engender'd from Pu- 
tre ation, ſo in the Damaed there ariſes 
a per petual Remorſe from the Carruption 
of Sid, which, is call d the Sting of Con- 
ſcience, becauſe it will continually. gaaw 


their Hearts with a raging; Fury, with- 


ont ever Relenting. . Hermit gorum non mo- 
ritur. Mark 9. 44. Their Worm dies not, 
ſays our Lord; and this he repeats Three 
Times, in the ſame Sermon, to make us 
to comprehend the Greatneſs of this 
Pain. Saints have been of Opinion, that 
Canſcience;even in this Life, is the greateſt 
Tormentor of Sinners. Ioſe eſt Pang ſua quem 
torquet Conſcientia ſua, Eſ.3 8. He is bis own. 
Pain, ſays St. Auguſtin, whoſe Conſcience 
torments 


Fi 


TT ey 
torments him. And S. Gregory ſays, that, 
Inter innumerabiles Afflictionum moleſtias nul - 
la eſt major Afflictio quam Conſcientia De- 
lictorum, Fſ. 143. Amongſt the innumerable 
| Troubles of Afflictions, there is none greater 
than the Conſciouſneſs of Sin. But to fpeak 
the Truth, Coaſcience, - at preſent ra- 
ther ſupplies the Place of a Meſſenger, 
citing the Sinner before the Divine Tri- 
bunal, .tban that. of. an Executioner to 
torment him : This Employment being 
reſerv'd for it in Hell, when the Soul be- 
ing condemn'd by an irrevocable Sen- 
tence, the Drvine judge, tradet eam Tor- 
t ori, ſhall deliver her over to the Torturer, he 
will put her into the Hands of this Exe- 
cutioner, never to let her reſt, ſo much as 
One Moment for a whole Eternity. This 
Worm more cruel than any Aſp, will 
make Three Wounds in the Heart of 
every damned Soul, which may be far- 
ther illuſtrated to us by the Words of 
Innocent III. in his Book of the Contempt 
of the World: Affiget Memoria, ſera . 
turbabit Pœnitentia, torquebit Anguſt ia, c. 1. 
The Memory will afſlict, late Repent ance wil! 
trouble, and want of Time will torment. It 
will aſf& with the Memory of paſt.Plea- 
fares :: With the too late Repentance for 
Sins committed : And the Want of thoſe 
good Occaſions which they ſo careleſly 
neglected. Firſt of all then the Memory 
will aſſtict. Tis a great Torment to a mi- 
10 ferable 


(41) 
ſerable Wretch to remember his paſt 
Happineſs : uondam opulentus repente con- 
ritus ſum, Job. 16. 13. N formerly that 
wealthy * (ſays Job) Fo, — on 4 


ſud dem. What will a. Sinner be able to 


fay in that Abyſs, when he remembers, 
he was accuſtomed to make himielf fear'd 
by every Body, even by inſulting and 
blaſpheming God himſelf 3 and now he 
is ſo weak, that he cannot ſo much as ſt ir 
himſelf One Hatr's Breadth from the 
Place he is in? How much Revenge did 
he once ſtudy, to maintain his Poſt ; and 
now he is-trampled under Foot by the 
Devil themſelves. Fadent & venient ſus 
per eum Horribiles, Job. 20. 25. The Hor- 
rible ſhall go and come upon him. And yet 
ke is not able to reſent it. He, who 
once gave himſelf over to all Sorts of 
Pleaſure; whoſe Palate was fed with the 
greateſt Dainties ; z whoſe Fleſh-had all the 
Baſe imaginable, and wallowed- in all 
Kinds of Impurity ; is now to lament for: 
Ever, always ſuffer, and continually dre 
with Deſpair : I am tortur'd in this Flame, 


O dreadful Memory! O diſmal Change 


It One could, at leaſt, in that Death drive 
away theſe racking Thoughts, as we do 
in this Life by Sleep, divert them by Rea- 
ſoning, ſoften them by ſome new Recre- 
ation; but reflect, Qui me comedunt, non 
dormiunt, Job. 30. 17: They that eat. ma, 
ſeep not. This Worm never ſleeps: 2 

reat 


4 (429. 5 
Great Tribunal has no Vacations. The Son 
will never more be able to ſuſpend her 
Operations, or give her ſelf any Relax 
ation, but muſt continually be apply*d, in 
Spite of all her'-Endeavours to the con- 
traty. Who then can conceive what Ap- 
pearance, thoſe ſhort; Enjoy ments, forc'd 
trom Creatures, contrary to the Com- 
mand of God, will then make in the 
Minds of the Damned? The Earth, 
ſeen from the Heavens, does not appear 
to be ſo much as a Point; what will our 
ſhort Life look like, when conſider'd from 
the Bottom, if I may ſo ſay, of an Eter- 
_ -nity ? If this Life ſeems to be no more 
than a flying Dream, to a Sinner, when 
come to the Point of Death, what will it 
ſeem to him after Millions and Millions of 
Ages, paſs d in a burning Furnace, in 
the Midſt of ſo many Pains, One Hour 
whereof were ſufficient to render its 
Memory moſt unfortunate. Malitia Ho- 
re oblivionem facit Luxurie magne, Eccl. 
11. 29. 6 84 | 
Judge what a Misfortune it will be after 
a great Number of Years to remember a 
Jordid Pleaſure, a momentary Delight, 
vaniſh'd like a Shadow, chang'd into an 
Eternal Torment. Thoſe who chuſe to 
. loſe their Soul, rather than not anſwer a 
Challenge, diſappoint ſome criminal En- 
gagement, break off ſome lewd Practice, 
pardon an Injury, or not do an ill T hing 
or 


4) 
for the keeping up of a Family, what 
will they ſay, when thro”. that Darkneſs, 
they ſhall behold the Memory of that Fa- 
mily to be quite, extinct ; that Woman ſo 
much geen on, devour'd by Worms, 
their Houſes teduc'd to Aſhes, their Eands 
and Country.conſum'd with the Flames of 
the laſt Day? *Twould be an inſufferable 
Torment to paſs One whole Night in 
Fire, tho” it were on Condition to live a 
Thouſand Years in all Manner of Plea- 
ſure. What then will it be, to have 
choſen to deſpair, for an Eternity in an 
Abyſs of all Evils, on Condition to have 
drunk ſome few Draughts of poiſonous 
Delights: Guſtans guſtavs age) Mellis, 
& ecce, morior, 1 Reg. 43. Taſting 1 
taſted alittle Honey, 1 behold 7 je. O 
Death without End ! if Oo Oy never © 
be equa} fe, 0 — 
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© Sorrow for Sins committed. 


LF Onfider,, the ſecond Wound of this 
 \_} devouring Worm, will be a late 
and fruitleſs Sorrow for Sins committed. 


= 


Sera turbabit penitentia, Late Repentance will 
trouble them. Sin, in this World, to the 


Wicked, ſeems no more than an Evil, to 


be laugh'd at. Owaſi per riſum Stultus ope- 
ratur ſcelus, Pos 179 155 Fool Gs oi 
mits Sin and laughs at it. They appretiend 
no other Evil in it than an innocent De- 
formity; and therefore ſometimes grow 
proud of it, as if the Spots of the Soul 
were as ornamental to her as they are to 
Marble. But aſſure your ſelf that in 
Hell they will ſoon change their Opinion, 
where the monſtruous Sight of one mor- 
tal Sin will cauſe -a_ more unſpeakable 
Heart-breaking than the Sight of all 
the other. Monſters. of Hell beſides. 
The bleſſed Catherine of Genoa, In vit. 
Cap. 20, having. been very much enlight- 
en'd by Almighty God concerning this 
Truth, uſed to beg of him that in the 
Hour of her Death he would ſhew her all 
the Devils in Hell, as ugly as they are, 
rather than be ſhew*d the Foulneſs of the 
leaſt Act againſt bis Divine Will. I 
magin therefore what Pain it muſt be, to 
behold for Ever, the Abominations of ſo 
many Crimes, as they are in * 
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qual Wiſdom. Before the Eyes of the 
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I ſay'd to behold for Ever, becauſe the Di- 
vine Jaſtice will fix the Underſtanding of 
thoſe miſerable Wretches, continually to 
think on the Sin they have committed, 
and their Will to deteſt ic, without any 
Power of turning their Thoughts from it. 
Juſto Dei judicio omnia Peccata memorantur, 
& de omnibus continue tonguentur. In. 4 diſt. 
50 quæſt. ult, By a juſt Fudgment of God, 
ſays St. Bonaventure, all their Sins are re- 
membred, and they are continuallytortur d b 

every one of them. The Invention whic 

that Husband found out to puniſh the In- 
fidelity of his Wife, was both "moſt cruel 
and barbarous, when having with. his ow 

Hand cut the Throat of the Adulterer, 
he hang up the Body in a Room in which 
be had lock'd up his Wife, to be kill'd, 
as it happen'd, by the Sight and Stench 
of that Carcaſe + But conſider how much 
more preperly will the Divine Juſtice re- 
venge it ſelt, whoſe Intentions are regu- 
lated hy an infinite Rectitude, and an e- 


Daman'd will be ſet forth a Detail of their 
Crimes, that they may perpetualy con- 
template their Sin, and always keep up 
the Knowledge and Memory of their Ia- 
fidelity,  Statuam contra faciem tuam, Pi.49. 
I will place before thy Face the Things thou haſt 
done. Non ut corrigas, ſed ut erubeſcas, Aug. 
Ibid. Not to correct them, ſays St. Auguſtin, 
but to make thee bluſh. He ſays ae" 
3 | at 


F wh : 
that they will e Abominations 
as they ate in themſelves, becauſe Gad 
will impart to them the Knowledge be 
has of Sin, ſo that it will appear to-them 
as it does to God, that is, an Abyſs of 
Deformity and Malice, and not as it does 
at preſent, an Exil not to be regarded. 
Tune confuſio reſpeciet eſtimationem Dei. q 
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to be for Ever in a State of Wickedaeſs, 
and to be ſtill encrea ſing it Syperbia eorum 
qui te oderunt aſcendit ſemper. Fſ. 2. The 
Pride of thoſe that hate thee is always growing. 
'Tis-to this eternal and fruitleſs Sorrow,” 
O Sinners, that your Iniquity leads you, 
and yet nevertheleſs inſtead of diſiagag- 
ing yourſelves by Penance; 'you rather en- 
tangle yourſelves more and more by new 
Crimes ! 1 have not Words capable of 
expreffing ſo inſenfible' a+ Folly, that a 
Man ſhould with fo much Caution avoid 
little inſignificant Evils, and at the ſame 
Time go in Search. after ſuch horrible 
Dangers. Do we then change our Nature 
when the Buſineſs of Eternity and our 
Salvation is to be acted? Where can the 
Devil have found ſo powerful a Charm, 
which deprives Sinners of their very Rea- 
ſon? Let every one then have their laſt 
End in View, and not look upon that 
ſhort and momentary Pleaſure which is. 
found in Sin; © but that eternal Sorrow: 
which will for Ever attend it in Hell. 


Good Occafions neglected. 


IL WOnfider' the third Wound which, 

this Sting of Conſcience cauſes in: 
the Damned. It is an infinite Grief: for 
having neglected ſo many fair Occaſions, 
of ſaving themſelves, and now to find 
there is not one more left; Juravit per 
n Viventem 


(45) 
Viventent in ſecula ſæculorum, quia tempus 
non erit amplius. Apoc. 10, 6. for - *tis al- 
ready decreed .and confirm'd by - Oath of 
him chat lives for Ever and Ever, that Time 
ſhall be no more, to remedy this paſt Neg- 
lect. Tis what with the greateſt Deſpair 
forces from the Hearts of theſe miſerable 
T a moſt uncomfortable Com- 
laint; Time ſhall be no more. Drexelius de 
amnat. rogo c. 2 God having permit- 
ted a holy Reli igious Man to hear the Sighs 
of one of theſe poor Wretches, which 
were cnough-to ſoften the very Stones, 
being ask'd by the Religious who he was, 
Lam a damn'd Soul, ſaid he, and I lament 
with my Companions, above all other 
Miſery, the Time Joſt, Never to return. 
O Time then, which is ſo precious, and 
yet ſo ill employed in Plays, in Conver- 
ſations, in Amours, in Pleaſures, in Sin; 
thou wilt be that moſt cruel Viper which 
will knaw our Hearts, if we poor Crea- 
tures ſhould chance to be damaed! O 
what would not we do then, to purchaſe 
one half Hour to beg God's Pardon, to 
confeſs ones Self, and by a voluntary Pe- 
nance to mortify our Body? If Eternity 
Could have an End, we ſhould be content 
to paſs one whole one, ſtill in greater 
Torment, to obtain this halt Hour of Re- 
pentance ; yet that will then be impoſſible 
which before had been ſo eaſy. Time ſbal 
gd no more; The having not loſt by den 
ent 


(49) | 
dent, but voluntarily thrown away ſo 
great a Treaſure, without any Hopes of 
regaining it, will make thoſe unfortunate 
Souls, with an Helliſn Fury, to curſe, 
ſometimes God, whom they hate, as 
their Enemy; ſometimes the Devils 
whom they abhor, as Traitors; ſome» 
times their Companions, who entic'd 
them to Sin; and ſometimes their 
own ſelves, before all others, for ha- 
ving been ſo mad as to throw them- 
ſelves; of their o WA Accord, into that 
Abyfs of Pain, Ah what a Fool was I, 
will each of them ſay, to have incurr'd an 
Eternity ot Torment for One Moment 
of filthy Pleafare !- Was not I told of it 
by my Ghoſtly- Fathers? did not pious: 
Books repeat this to me? was not I aſ- 
ſur'd by Faith, that the End of Sin was 
Damnation. Andel, accarſed Wretch 
as IWwas, would not open my Eyes for my 
on Good, but reſolv'd to damn my ſelf 
in Spite of all. There was a Time, when 
God call'd me, by ſo many Inſpirations, 
beg'd of me by ſo many Voices, allur'd me 
by ſo many Promiſes, deterr'd me by fo! 
many” Threats; and I. was! Deaf to all: 
Now I beg, now Lrage and De ſpair, and 
after having ſpent a Sea of Tears, I ſnhall 
never compaſs what once: was in my Po-] 
er to have obtain'd with One only Tear: 
And God, who once was ſo compaſſionate 
af my Miſeries, as to deplore them him- þ. 
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| ſelf, will now become inexorable. If 


Death, at leaſt, could be found in this 
Place, to put an End to for many Evils ! 
Death will be there, but not ſuch as thoſe 
miſerable Wretches deſire; not to re- 
freſh, but to torment them, Occidente Pans, 
vivificante Sententia, Eus. Em hom. ad Mon. 
by ahiling Pain and vivifying Sentence. No- 
thiag elfe will remain to them but to 
bite their Fongues, theſe being all they 
will have in their Power : Commanducave- 
run Lingua: ſuas pre Dolore. Apoc. 16. 10. 
* meg! did eat. their Tongues for Pain. 
Some Servants of God, be- 
fut, I. 1. fore the Deluge, denouncing 
to Sinners this Puniſhment, 


1 God deſign'd them, took Care to 
have this Prediction of theirs cut in Mar- 


ble, to make them have a more lively 
Apprehenſion of it; and yet they were 
no; believ'd till the Cataradts: of Heaven 


were open'd upon them, and they them- 


ſelves were actually drowning. I de- 
nounce, to all who continue in Sin, a 


Deluge of Fire, and that for Ever, an 


Everlaſting Tempeſt of all Evils; I do 
not engrave this Declaration on Mar- 
ble, but on theſe few Leaves. God grant 
I may be believed, before the Time is 


over for eee the Puniſhment. 
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FAY Holy Angel, into whoſe Hands, by 
r ſingular Providence. of God, I 
was conſign'd from the Moment I was 
born, when ſhall I ever ſufficiently, thank 
thee for having freed me from Hell, as of- 
ten as thou haſt, preſerv'd me from dying 
in Sin? How many more Iuiquities ſhould 
I have committed, had it not been for 
A ITY And how often in thoſe 
very Iniquities would the Devil have 
fnatched me away as a vile Slave of his, 
hadſt not thou my Protector, always 
watchful over my Good, aſſiſted me with 
thy Charity, and ſtop'd the Divine ju- 
ſtice from delivering me over into his 
Hands ? My wicked Life and the Foul- 
neſs of my Sins have often driven thee 
from me; yet thou wouldeſt not aban- 
don this putrifled Carcaſs, but with an 
incomparable Patience didſt ſollicite me 
to amend my Life, that I might one Day 
be thy Companion in Heaven. If that 
be my Lot, I promiſe thee I will thank 
thee then for Ever, which I now begin to 
do from my very Heart : Yet neverthe- 
leſs, O Guide of my Life, and my Guard 


in this Pilgrimage, compleat thy Work, 
D 2 bring 


| *$.W | nim 

bring me into that bleſſed Neunter and 
deliver me from. his crgel Enemy, who, 
Night N sin wait to devour me! 


1 conjure the all , choſe, Ohligatians 
thou ar indeb1 Ec ate ene ne 
wicked Angels but keeping thee, firm of 


MELLON 

| o Duty, rc ore. me Coura 
Streogth. Cal of thy ag N 0 the 
Prince of the Heayenly Holts St. Mich 5 

to precipitate again into the, Abyſs, t 
1 nc Devil, that makes War 1 15 
Call all the Holy Angels 194 Com- 
übte to m Aſſiſtance, or, al T_ have 
is ar Stake The Gloty of God, is con- 
cern'd: A Soul entruſted 9, thee. PAR be 
fivd :'1 am fo ſatisfy my Red huh 43 
bas fo much loye for me as to be x 0 
ſuffer again to ſave me. I am. 1115 90 


an 
he 


for my Part never to leave thy Direction, 


but 10 to depend OR. 97 3 hop 9 
£981 


by theſe Means, to eſcape be 

and to come to 9 15 and pe od, 
With thee for ua . A FF. ria 
a Tat, dntnamce⸗ 
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1. nder, that Mam in tilis Lite, 
(noh be be capable of many Evils, 
be ts not capable of them afl at ance; 
becanſe, here one Exil corrects the other, | 
and one Poiſon oftentimes drives out ano» 
ther”: But in Hell *twill be quite contfa- 
ry: For Pains there will lead each othet 
a freſh"Sting, and the Damned will be 
like ſo many Vaſa Ira, Rom. g. Veſſels as 
full as they can be of the Anger of God 
And as in Heaven, every Thing win be a 

Subject of Joy; ſo, in that Abyſs, ever 80 
Tung ſays St. Thb, ick LD. 50. N 

D 3 
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25 ( 54 ) 
4. 2. will be a Subject of Sorrow; there 
will be Nothing wanting of all, that can 
render à Soul moſt unbappy z thet the 
Miſery of the Wicked may be, on all 
Sides, compleat; as the Happineſs of 
Saints is compleat in Heaven. God for 
that End having gather'd together all 
nner of Pains, as it were, in One 
Bundle, to load them on the Shoulders of 
thoſe unfortunate Rebels, he will empty 
the Arſenal of his Juſtice, of all its Darts, 
to ſtrike them on all Sides, that there 
may be no Place in them without its 
Wound. ſuper ror mala, & Sa- 
gitt as meas complebo in eis, I will he ap Evil; 
upon them, and mine Arrows I wil ſpend in 
them, Deut. 3 2. 23. The Fire alone would 
have been ſufficient to render them moſt 
unfortunate, for in that alone the Dam- 
ned would have had incomparably more 
Grief, than from all the Butcheries, which 
Men, or the Devils could have ever in- 
vented, that being the Invention of God 
bimſelf:Prqparata eſt enim Tophet a Rege pra- 
parata, profunda.& dilat ata Nutrimenta e jus 
Ignis & Flatus Domini ſicut Torrens Sulphu- 
ris ſuccendens eam, 1/a,. 30. 33. | Topheth it 
prepared by the King, deep and wide, the 
Nouriſhments thereof Fire and much Mood; 
the Breath of our Lord as a Torrent of Brim- 
ſtone kindling it. And yet, their Wioked- 
neſs deſerves ſtill more; and as they had 
made an ill Uſe of all their Senſes and 
; | Powers, 
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1 
Powers, ſor to Sin, ſo they deſeru'd, in 
every One of their Senſes and Powers, to 
be puniſh'd with fo many Pains, as made 
the Prophet think them without Number: 
Quis poterit pre timore Iram tuam dinumera- 
re? Pſ. 99. Who can for Fear reckon thy An- 
ger? Moreover, what has been hitherto 
conſider'd, was in Relation to the exter- 
nal Senſes; but as the internal Powers ate 
more perfect, ſo they are more capable of 
Pain, and therefore will be the more tor- 
mented: The Phancy will always be af- 
flicted with frightfol Imaginations-; and, 
if. thro' Melancholy, ſome People are 
Night and Day in Torment, cauſed by the 
diſmal Repreſentations that are always 
before them, what will it be, when, all 
Evils oonſpire together, when = Damned 
Soul 'beholds that, above. her, Heaven lis 
ſnut; under her, nothing but urgaench- 
able Flames; round her, Devils not to be 
bore with ; and within her ſelf, ſuch Pains 
as can have no Relief? The ſenſitive Ap- 
petite will, like the ebbing and flowing 
of the Sea, be continually ſwelling and 
falling, or rather always ſinking iuto Ago- 
nies, into Rage and Anpuiſh, ex pos'd to 
all the Blows of Divine juſtice, without 
ever being able to avoid any One of them. 
O God lif One Drop of Water falling con- 
tinually waſtes the Stone it falls on, what 
will that eternal Deluge of Evils, muſter'd 
together to revenge the Injuries done ts 
#1 D 4 _ God, 
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Son, cauſe on the Hearts of thoſe mi ſera. 
ble Wretches; when God ſhall Fain down 
Bis Battle upan them ? Pluet ſuper illum Bellum 
ſuum, Job. 20. 23. Their Underſtanding 
-will be filled with interiour Darkneſs, 
mure terrible than the exteriout, which 
fills their Priſon; and of all they ever 
knew they will only remember ſuch 
Things, as will ſerve to afflict them. Nec 
Sciemia erit apud Inferos, Eecl. g. There will 
be no Knowletlge in Hell: A famous Doctor 
of Paris appeating to the Biſhop, con- 
feſs'd, he had no other Knowledge in 
Hell, than that of his being damn'd, and 
never to have any Eaſe. Their Will will 
de obſtinate ia Malice, without being a- 
ble, during the whole endleſs Space of 
Eternal Vears, to have the leaſt Inclina- 
tion to Good,” but continually adding 
Malice to Malice; and the more it is de- 
preſs'd by God, the more it will tiſe a- 
gaiaſt him, by Hatred and Pride, and 
thus make its Miſery Eternal; for, as 
St. Bernard obſerves, Quid tam pænaie, 
quam ſemper de lle quod nunquam erit, & 
ſemper nolle quam nunquam non erit. Lib, de 
Conſid. c. 12. | What can be ſo. painful, a1 
continually to defire what will never be, and 
wiſh t hat may not be, which can ne ver but 
be... He will always be defiring either 
Pleaſures, or Revenge; and never will 
be able to obtain his Defire : He will al- 

ways hate Juſtice, and the Puniſhment, 
by 4s « dh yet 
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will. never. be ble to. he Pai 
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quad non ult in Ati num eee. 1 
ne hi bid. He will ne der be able to 2 7155 


endure what he would not have. If the poor 
Wretch could humble himſelf vader the 
powerful Hand of God, kiſſi ing the Hand, 
that ſo juſtly 'poniſhes him, twould be a 
Mitigation ko his Sufferings, as it is to 
thoſe bleſſed Souls condemn'd to Pur ga- 
tory; but he on the contrary grows ſtill 
more furious, and, like unto a Toad( which, 
when ſtruck at, redoubles his Poiſon with. 
his Rage) is continually ſpitting his Ve- 
nom at the Divine Decrees, but till i in, 
vain 3. for he would gladly avoid the Pain, 
without abhorring the Fault: And be- 
cauſe all the Paſſions are let looſe, and 
wit out any Bridle, they all combine to- 
gether with the Soul, to aſſault the Pro- 
vidence of God, and are alw ays repuls'd 
with infiaite Heart- - breaking: Nunquam 
recto pravoque conveniet, Ber. I. 1 . Right and 
Wrong can never agree. What Deſpair 
muſt that be of thoſe unfortunate Crea- 
tures, In a perpetual thwartiag of all their 
Deſires, when they ſhall ſee, that, 1a all 
Ages, after ſo many Pains, God will not 
afford them ſo much as One Drop of Wa- 
ter to refreſh them ? Behold, this is the 
End, to which the falſe Hope of Sinners 
leads them; 'tis the greateſt Raſhgeſs to 
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mhat "be would have, and yet he muſt for ever 
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n 25'S 40 7 58 ) Arran Ti. for 
be always doing Evil, and yet hope for 
Good: To ja Fri even tin Death in 
Sin, yet expect eternal Salvation for Re- 
ward: To wound our Saviour anew b 
their repeated Sias, yet to expect thoſe 
Wounds ſhould always run with Mercy, 
as the Tree thro' its Wonnds diſtills its 
Balſam. Hli, non ſe mines Mala in Sulcis 
Injuſtitia» & non metes ea in Septuplum. 
Eccl. 7. 3. My Som ſow not Evilt in the 
Furrows of Unrighteouſneſs, and thou ſhalt 
wot reap them Sevenfold, This is the Coun- 
ſel, which the Divine Goodneſs Lives 
thee. Sow not Sins, that thou may'ſt not 
reap. multiply'd Pains» as the Fruit of 
them, Learn therefore to make a right 
Uſe of it ; for the Hope which encreaſes 
Sin, ends in Deſpair, | 


— — we 


+} 
1 
| 
U 
F 

F 


rs ey ny 
2001031 *%0 334: C59) M09 „ 2 
a : 1 ITT 2 $4 127 


II. nſider, *twas not without Reaſon 
that unfortanate rich Man call'd 

Hell Locum Tormentorum. Luc, 16. 28. 
The Place of Torments, for tis the Centre 
of all Evils: And as all Things are found 
to be mach ſtronger in their Centre than 
elſewhere,” having all their Qualities in 
the laſt Degree and lIatenſeneſs, ſo the 
- Evils that are in Hell, will not only be 
many without Number, but intenſe, 
without Compariſon, and pure without 
Mixture. Pains, in this Place, will have 
no Contraries to temper and ſoften them; 
bat will be altogether Pain without Com- 
fort, as in Heaven all the Joys will be 
without Sadneſs. . Moreover, Things 
that are otherwiſe Good in themſelves, 
in this Place become bad. Company, 
which elſewhere is a Comfort to the Af- 
flicted, will here be their greateſt Trou- 
ble: The Light, which in other Places, 
is fo much coveted, will be hated here, more 
than Darkneſs it felf : Knowledge, 
which in this World does ſo much de- 
light, will be there more tormenting 
than Ignorance ; ſo that Death which is 
the laſt of all Terrours, wil), in that Diſ- 
order of all Things, become the Chiefeſt 
of all their Wiſhes. In this preſent Life 
our Sorrows are, either not long or not 
_ great; 


UT 
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great ; becauſe Nature either overcomes 
them by Habit, or puts an End te them 
by falling herſelf under their Weight. 

Frevia morbus flternerum-fagig1y au ogtin- 
net ur aut extinguet, Senec. Ey. 78. A hort 
| Diſeaſe (lays Seneca] muſt either lil or be 
K&led : But in Hell the Rules are quite 
contrary, for the Pains there will al ways 
- continue in the ſame State; , intolerab 
As to Intenſeneſs, and endleſs as. to u- 
Tation; neither making their Pains,light- 
er by Time, or conſuming the Sufferers, 
for, in Inferno nulla eſt Redemptio, in Hell 
there is no Redemption. As there is Nothing 
moderate in the Torments, ſo there is no 
Reſt ia the Tormented, who are conti- 
'nially kept, not barely alive, but in their 
full Sences, to have a greater Feeling of 
their Miſery, from which they cannot ſo 
much as for one Moment depart. Ut 
 wrantur & Us uſque in ſempiternum, Ju- 
dith 16. 21, For he will give Fire and Worms 
into their Fleſh, that they may be burnt and 
may feel for Ever.” Tis what the Divine 
Majeſty, injured by Sinners, requires; 
*tis what the Blood of Chriſt, that's tram- 
led upon, demands; tis what Heaven 
it ſelf, deſpiſed and poſtponed to Filth 
and Corruption, would have. The Di- 
vine Juſtice to whom it belongs to keep 
up the Honour and Credit of God, un- 
dertakes to revenge theſe Wrongs, and 
make him known for what he is. Cegno- 
Ar a eee 
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cet ur Dominus e acient. Pſ. 9. 1. 
10 Tord ſpal be known doing Judgment as. 
that thole Wretches,,. who 0 li little have 
own God, and, who are never to ſee 
im, ſhall know kim by the Weight of 
thoſe Stripes, with which they are laden; 
and as it were ſenſibly behold him, ia 
the Wounds which he makes in their 
Souls. Thou miyſt, therefore believe, 
that, if the Pains of one only of thoſe. un- 
fortunate Souls were divided among all 
Mankind here on Earth, what would 
come to every ones Share, would kill them 
with more Torment, than any Criminal 
has ever ſuffered, Imagin then, what 
Deſpair that Soul will be in, that finds 
herſelf, thro' her own Fault, buried in ſuch 
exceſſive Pains. If it ſhould happen to 
ſome noble Lord, that was tenderly edu- 
cated, to have, as à Puniſhment of his 
Diſorders, ſome little Stone or Gravel 
breed within him; he cannot ſo much as 
dear thoſe little Prickings, but tumbles 
and toes and twines about in his Bed, like 
any Snake; he foams, curſes his Fate, 
and is tired with the very Things, which 
are order'd for his Relief: And yet his 
Bed is of Down, his Chamber agreeable, 
his Friends are giving him all the Con- 
ſolation they can; the Phyſicians ſtrength- 
en him with Hopes,and eaſe him with Re- 
medies ; his Wife ſerves him with Love, 
the Whole Family is buſie Night and Day, 
to 
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to procure. kim tome Relief; aud 
that be ſoffers I 
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is but a ſmall 


atter, 
and in one tte Part only 


his 


Body, being in good Health as to all the 


reſt. . But what will it be when this ſame 


Perſon, when condemn'd, will ſee him- 
Telf buried in an Abyſs of Fire, of Dark- 


neſs, of Stench, ſtruck in all Parts of his 
Body and Soul, with all Kinds of Evil; 
Omnes Dolor rue ſuper eum. Job. 20. 22. 
And all Sorrow Jha fat upon him: And 
there in the Midſt of the Curſes of de- 
teſtable Companions, in the Midſt of the 
Blows and Inſultings of the Devils, in 
the Midſt of the Groans of ſo many con- 
demned Perſons, without Reſt, without 
Comfort, . without Hope, he will be forc'd 
every Moment, to die, as it were, a 
thouſand Deaths, Not to believe this 
Truth after ſo many Arguments from 
Faith, js one of the greateſt Follies. What 
Folly then muſt they be guilty of, who 
Pere all theſe Things, yet live in Sin, 
no farther from that Abyſs, than a dead 
Man is from his Grave, it being no leſs 
due for a Sinner to be buried in that A- 
byſs, than it is for a dead Body to be 
thrown into a Grave. It is a ſtrange 
Thing our Malice ſhould have forced a 
God ſo good, to build a Place, ſo full of 
Torments, to make himſelf obey'd and 
beloved. by Sinners ; But what is more 
ſtrange, 
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ſtrange, * is, that tho” he has dae on, 
he is neither beloy'd nor obey d. 
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On Accoant of their State r vith 
ike that of Glory. 


we aſider, that to compleat the 

1 Deſpair of the Damned, they 
wit conſider the Glory of the Saints in 
Heaven. Elevans oculos ſuos, cum eſſet in 


torment is, vidit Abraham 4 longe & Eaza- 


rum in ſinu ejus. Luc. 16. 23. And lifting 
his Eyes, when he was in Torments, he ſaw 


Abraham «far of, and Lazarus in his Bo-. 


ſom. This Sight by a cruel Oppoſition 
will quicken the Torments of theſe poor 
Wretches, who will equally hate their 
own Miſery and others Felicity; for tho” 
they will never ſee God, nevertheleſs for 
their greater Puniſhment, they will have 
a lively Idea imprinted in their Mind, 
repreſenting to them how great a Good 
it is to poſſeſs him for Ever: And this 
ſame Knowledge will be very much en- 
creaſed in the Day of Judgment, .whea 


they ſhall ſee the glorious Humanity of 


Jeſus Chriſt, which Sight will be moſt 
terrible to them, for beholding in that 


the greateſt of the Works of Gad, they | 


will be better able to comprehend the 
Greatneſs of the Divine Majeſty, and by 
Conſequence, the Happineſs of the Saiats 
who will enjoy him for Eyer. S. Thomas 


quod 
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Envy.like 191 eſt of 103 Vit $ of 
the Ning, [reign ih the Dandadf n the 
higheſt Degree mo this will create as it 
were a new, Hell i in the Breaſt of thoſe un- 
fortunate Souls; Dura ut Infernus emula- 
tio. Cantic. 8. 80 Jealouſy is hard as Hell; 
For it turns to their Tc rments, the very 
Happineſs of the Bleſſed making them to 
defite, with an Exceſs of Rage, to have 
them as Companions of their Pains. The 
Jews could For bear without Envy to be- 
hold St. Stephen gain the Victory over them 
in the Diſpute, Diſſecabantur cordibus ſuis, 
& 2 dentibus in eum. Act. J. 54. 
y, t 21 55 were cut to the Heart, and 
5 5 gra et their Teeth at him. You may 
S well imagtn 255 what Rage the Wicked 
will be ia, when they remember the un- 
ſpeakable ' Triamph of the Elect. If 
truly this Pain had not been one of the 
reateſt, we ſhould not ſo often haye been 
Id it in Holy Scripture, which endea- 
vours thereby to fright us into our Duty. 
S. John ſays, in the Apocalipſe, Cruciabi- 
tur gne & Sulphure in conſpectu Angelorum 
[ Sanctorum, & ante conſpettum ag ni. Apoc. 14. 
the Wicked ſhall be tormented with Fire and 
Brimſtone, in the Sight of the holy Angels and 
in the Sight of the Lamb. S. Paul affirms 
that, Oui non obediunt Evan ws, Domini 
noſtri Jeſu Chriſti qui panas dabunt in inter- 
ritu ater na- a # facie Domsni.2 ad Theſſal. 1. 8. 


Ad thoſe 
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(65) | 
thoſe who obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jes 
fus Chriſt, ſball ſuffer eternal P ains in Deſtru- 
tion from the Face of our Lord, Tis before 
the Face of the Omnipotent God, that 
they ſhall pay for their Raſhneſs by eter- 
nal Puniſhment ; this will be doubly ve- 
rify'd whilſt the. Saints will behold the 
Pa in of the Wicked in the Divinity as in 
a Looking Glaſs; and the Wicked by 
their own Miſery will be ſenſible of the 
Glory of the Saints, as a Sick Man knows 
beſt the Value of Health, by his own Miſ- 
tortune- Phe Prophet Iſaiah declares 
that one of the crueleſt Torments Sinners 
ate to ſuffer, will be from Hunger, Thirſt 
and Sadneſs,w hilſt at the very ſame Time, 
the Bleſſed ſnall be filled with an eternal 
Satiety of 'Pleaſures, and continually: re- 
joice with an Exceſs of Glad neſs. Facie- 
batis malum in ocutis meis & que nolui ele- 
giſtis,” Propter hoc hac dicit Dominus Deus : 
Ecce Servi mei come dent & vos eſurietis : Ec- 
ce ſervi mei bibent, & vos ſitietis. Ecce ſervi 
mei lætabuntur, & vos cunfunde mini: Ecce 
ſervi laudabunt pri exultatione cords, & vos 
clamabitis pra dolore cordis & pra Contritio- 
ne ſpiritus ululabitis. Iſa. 65. 13. 14. Ton 
did Evil in mine Eyes; and you haue choſen 
the Things that I would not. For this Cauſe, 
thus ſaith our Lord God; Behold my Servants 
ſhall drink, and you ſhall be Thirſty: Behold 
my Servants ſhall rejoice, and yan ſhall bs 
confounded, Behold my Servants ſball praiſe 
1d for 
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for Yoyfulneſs of Heart; and you ſhall cry for 
Sorrow of Heart, and howl for Vexation of Spi- 
vit. Eſpecially whilſt they reflect that 5 
Saints are enjoying immenſe, Plęaſures, 
wbilſt they, at the ſame Time, undergo 
ipfinite,,Martyrdoms : They will know 
that God and his Saints rejoyce at their 
Pains, on Account of the Glory, which 
redounds to the Divine Juſtice, in the 
Condemnation of Sinners. O what a 
Wound muſt this make in the Heart of 
Thoſe miſerable Creatures] To be oblig'd 
to ſaffer ſo many Torments for Ever, and 
ia the Preſence of their judge, and of 
their greateſt Enemies, the Saints; to 
be forc'd to ſuffer this to the Eacreaſe 
of their Felicity, as a Victim of a perpe- 
taal Sacrifice, conſum'd, without being 
deſtroy'd, in the Honour of the moſt 
High. And yet ſo it is: If I, ugfortunate, 
ſhould be — and thou, O Reader, 
ſhouldſt be ſav'd, thou wilt * Ever re- 
joyce at my Torments, and I always re- 
22 at thy Joy; and on the Contrary, 
1 ſhould be lau d, and thou loſt, I ſhall 
laugh at thy DeſtruQion, not, as tis an 
Evil to thee, but becauſe tis a Good to 
God, revenging the — committed 
againſt him. Lat abitur juſtus cum viderit 
Vindictam; IAanus ſua 6.0 vabit in 1 
Peccatoris, The- juſt Man ſhall re joyc 
be (hall ſee ue He ſhall waſh bis bis Hands 
in u the Blood of a Sinner. Pſal. 57. 11. What 
Deſpair 


(HH) 

Deſpair then muſt that be, not only to 
have no Relief amidſt ſo many Evils, but. 
by their Pain, to encreaſe the Felicity of 
their Mortal Enemies? The impious Ju- 
lian the Apoſtate, being ſtruck by an in- 
viſible Hand, took an Handful of his 
Blood and threw it up towards Heaven, 
blaſphemouſly crying out: Fill thy ſelf, O 
Nazarean, -for thou haſt overcome. What 
then will be the Blaſphemies, the Curſes, 
the Hatred againſt God, and againſt each 
of the Bleſſed, who does not only wound, 
but triumphs, and, as. it were, receives 
new Luſtre from the unworthy Blood 
of theſe Rebels? If after all, there 
were to be but One in every Town, even 
in a Hundred Years, that ſhould fall into 
this Abyſs, to groan amongſt that deſpe- 
rate Crowd, ought not this to fright us 
every Our, ſo great is the Misfortiine 
of being damn'd ? And we know that fo 
many fall into it every Day: Wide is the 
Gate, and Broad is the May that leadeth to Per- 
dit ion, multi ſunt qui intrant per eam, Mat. 7. 
and many there be that enter hy it. And wt 
continue, without any Concern; to live 
in Sin: That is, we venture to walk in a 
Road, at the End whereof lies that diſ- 
mal Precipice ! Unhappy that Father who 
beget One of theſe Monſters to be dam- 
ned! Unfortunate that Mother who gave 
Suck to One that has thus miſcarry'd ! O 
bis | graceleſs 
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_ graceleſs Marriage, which brought into 


But how much more Unhappy, more Un- 
fortunate, and more Graceleſs att thou, 
who chuſeſt rather to undergo the Trial 
of theſe Pains, than believe them. e 


ore they believe them 
1 lied > « < 
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I My holy ProteRtors; choſe 1 by me 


on Account of the great Confidence 
which I have in your Interceſſion, ye 
have no longer any + Cauſe of fearing, 

being already arriv'd ſafe in the Har- 
our, hut; through your unſpeakable 
Charity, are only ſollicitous for me, whom 
ye behold ſtil] floating in ſo much Dan» 
ger of loſing my ſelf for Ever: And ye 
have Reaſon of being ſollicitous, ſince, 
before your own Eyes, I have volünta- 
rily been Shipwreck'd, as often as I 22 
211723814 Sin'd. 
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the World, an Eternal Enemy to God! 


Jui bus prius experienda ſunt iſta quam dreden- 
da. Euſeb. Emiſf. Hom. I. ad Monarch. Wo 
to thoſe who. firſt experience theſe Things be- 


To our holy Patrons to obtain for us ih 


amongſt all the other Saints, up- 


” — ca — "OE ENTIRE JS a 1 


Sin'd. And where ſhould Lat preſent be, 
if, the merciful hand of our Lord bad now 
kept me from finking; and if ye, ſo care- 
ful of my Salvation, had not abtain'd for 
me Time for Repentance and Amend- 


ment 7 J tremble at the Thought; and 


yet I underſtand it ſo little! But what 
muſt ye Ay of it, Who, with perfect 
Underſtanding meaſure the Depth of 
that Infernal Abyſs, which was ready to 
ſwallow me up? I give you as many 
Thanks as that Life has Moments, which 
by your Prayers, is granted me to repent 
in: Moreover, I beſeech ye, by the un- 
unſpeakable Goodneſs of our Lord, who, 
from all Eternity choſe ye for his Friends, 
and for Heirs of his Heavenly Kingdom, 
be Hök Tired with my Iniquities, but over- 
come my Hardneſs, by the Efficacy of 
your Prayers, and obtain me a full Par- 
don ot my paſs'd Sins, and the Grace of 
Dying, rather than to commit the ſame 
again. Upon this Hope I chuſe ye this 
Day, as Witneſſes of the Peace, which I 
iatend to eſtabliſh, and ſettle with Al- 
mighty God for Ever: Proteſting before 


ve, that I abhor, from my Heart, the 


horrible Ingratitude, and diabolical Te- 
merity, with which I have ſo grievouſly 
offended him ; declaring, that, were l to 
offend him again, I would rather chuſe 
to be tura'd iato my Nothing, than do 


him 


bd ee 


R 
him ſo great a Wrong. Te, therefore, 
wha are at preſent Witneſſes of this Re- 
folution of mine, continui to be Advo- 
cates and li terceſſars, obtaining ſor me 
Strength to overcome, by your Example, 
my Egemies;' the World, the Fleſh and 
the-Devil, and hereafter to triumph with 
ye for Ever in Heaven. AMEN, -\ 
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. Cork that were the. Pais ot 
Hell-:lefs: wracking, yet; being 
never to have au End, they would: ben 
come Infinite. What then will: it be, 
they being both intolerable, as to Sharp⸗ 
nels, and Endleſs, as to Duration? Who. . 
can conceive how much it adds to Grief, 
its being never to have an End ? Fhe 
Torment of One Hour is a: great Pain, 
that of Two muſt; be Twice as much; 
Ihe Torment of a Hundred Hours muſt: 
de a Hundred Times as much, and ſo 


oa, me Fain ſtill encreaſing in Propor- 
tion 


tion of the Time of its Duration. What 
muſt that then be, which is to taſt- infi- 
nite Hours, infinite Days; infinite Apes ? 
That Pain certainly muſt be infinite, and 
ſur paſs all out Thoughts to conceive it: 
— were . to the Damned to 
er either] the Stin; A Bee in their 
Eye 167 tte Reel 1 242 
go all the Torments of Hell for as many 
Apes, as there is Stars in the Heavens; 
they would, without Doubt, chuſe to be 
thus miſerable for jo many, Ages, and 
then to ſee no End of their Miſery, than 
to endure a Pain ſo much leſs; that was to 
have no End. Every Thing is ſhort, and 
may be: deſpiſed, that does not laſt for 
Ever; becauſe it will always be Nothing 
for an Eternity; Quid enim poteſt Grande 
eſſe quod habet Finem, in Pſalm 89. For 
what, ſays S. Jerome, can be call d Great 
that has an End. Whereas, that which 
never Eads, can never be comprehended,; 
therefore; cannot but be fearid by all, 
unleſs it be by ſuch; who have Joſt their 
Senſes. The worſt of it is, that the Pain, 
as. Well as the Sin, is devour'd, and not 
digeſted by Sinners. O, Impiarumm de uorat 
Iniquitatem. Prov. 19. 29. The Month of 
the Impiaus devours Iniguity. And if fo, 
letlus take a little Time, to meaſure this 
Eternity, wich ſurpaſſes all Meaſure. 
Take an Hour-glaſs: into thy Hand, and 
ſay thus to thy ſelf ; If I were to be bs 
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ee 
ried alive in the Middle of a Fire, for aa 
many Theuſand Vears, as there are Grains 
in thislittle: Parcel of Sand, which Mea- 
ſures the fleeting Hours, when ſhould I ſee 
an Bad of my-Paia ? The World has laſt- 
ed ſo long, and yet has not completed Six 
Thouſand Vears, ſo that there would not 
as yet be above Five Grains taken away, 
which would not be more than ſome fer 
es din reſpe& of the remaining Quan= 
tity: And yet, if I die in mortal Sin, I am 
obligꝭd. by Faith; to believe, that after ha- 
ving ſoffer'd all theſe: Ages, none of my Pain 
due to it will bepaſsd : And Eternity will 
remain as Butire as erer. Let us go on, 
and imagin to our ſelves a Mountain, of 
this ſmall Sand, ſo high as would reach 
from Earth to Heaven; then let every 
One ſay to himſelf: Were I to continue 
in Flames as many Thouſand: Years: as 
there are Grains of Sand ĩa this vaſt Moun- 
; £ tain, when ſhonld I ever ſee an End of 
|, my Torments? And yet, if I die in Mor- 
ir tal Sin, Faith tells me, that after all this, 
none of my Pains due to it will be dimi- 
niſh'd, and that Eternity will be as En- 
tire as ever. Let us then imagin this great 
Mountain to be multiply'd as often as 
there are Sands in the Sea, Leaves on 
Trees, Feathers on Birds, Scales on Fiſh, 
Hairs on Beaſts, Atomes in the Air, Drops 
of Water that have rain'd, or will rain 
to the Day of hed 73 What —_— 
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Underſtanding can ever coniprehend fo. 
great a Number, which can ſcarce be 
comprehended by an Angel himſelf? And 
yet, if either you, or I, ſhoald die in 
mortal Sin, we are aſſur'd, by Faith, that 
we ha ll Continue all this while in the Fire; 
and *that all theſe Vears ſhall paſs, and 
when over, none of our Pain will be leſ- 
ſen'd, nor ſo much as One Inſtant taken 
from Eternity. O Eternity then, O Eter- 
nity ! Either Sinners have no Faith, or 
no Senſes ! Canſt thou deny that the li- 
ving in Sin, is not expoſing thy ſelf to 
the Danger of falling into this Abyſs, 
from whence there's no getting out for 
ever ? Thou canſt not deny it, if thou 
art 4 Chriſtian; but on the contrary, 
thou mayeſt ſay with Truth, that by li- 
ving thus thou art not above One Step 
off the Abyſs, or rather, have already 
One Foot in it. — tantum (ut ita dic am) 
radu, ego, morſq; diuidimur. 1 Reg. 20. 3. 
4 ch (as I may 57 ſay) 7 
and Death are divided Since then we 
may die every Moment, we may al- ö 
ſo every Moment be loſt for ever. N 
The expoſing our ſelves to ſuch evident 
Danger of Burning for the Space of 3 
Thouſand. Years, on Account of ſome 
vile and tranſttory Pleaſure, would. un- 
doubtedly be a very great Madneſs: 
Twould be a much greater to exphſe one” 
ſelf to the Danger of continuing —— 
0 Ws. Ou- 
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| Thouſand" Vears: Twould ſtill be gtez- 


ter and greater, to expoſe one ſelf to 
burn for an Hundred Thouſand Years: 


Will not then the expoſing our ſelves to 
born for ever, for fo ſmall | a Tritfe, be 


an infinite Madneſs? Poft rantillam Volup- 
tatem, tam gravis Miſeria! Beru. ad Fr. de 


Mont. Dei. Aſter ſo ſmall a Pleaſure, fo 


great 4 Miſery ! ſays St. Bernard. It's 
enough, ſay ye, to make one Mad to 


think: of Eternity. Whereas, tis quite 


otherwiſe; for to think attentively of it, 


o 


will make thofe that have loſt their Wits, 
to find them again. 70 


It's Unchangeable. 


II. FOnſider, that if this Succeſſion of 


Ages without End, could in Hell 


give any Relief by Variety, 'twould; on 


that Score be more tolerable, but how 


can it be tolerable, it being to be always 


the ſame in Torments ? Tho' the Man- 


na contain'd init ſelf all Kiads of Taſtes, 


yet, we find the People of Iſrael grew ti-- 


red of it in the Deſart. Nihil alind refs 
piciunt oculi noſtri, niſi manna, Num. 11. 6. 


Our Eyes (ſay they) behold nothing elſe but 
Manna. And yet this, according to the 
Interpreters, happen'd the ſecond Fear 
only of their Travels throughthe Deſart, 
what would they have ſaid at the End ot 
Forty or a hundred Vears? Miſerable 
Sinners! If that Eternity, which wans 
tor thee, ſhould expect thee at a conti- 

1 nual 


_ 090) 
-nal-Feaſt, but ſtiff of the ſame Kinds of 
Meat, thou wouldeſt at laſt grow ſo tired 
with it, that it were enough to caſt thee 
into Deſpair; what then will thy Deſpair 
be, ſeeing that Eternity expects thee in 
Place of Torments, always the fame, 
-with the ſame: Pains? You that cannot 
bear with a Sermon unleſs it have ſome 
Variety, nay and what is more, you are 
even tired with a Play that has not ſome 

Interludes, how then will you be able to 
paſs an Eternity of Miſery, without. Eaſe, 
without Change, without any Comfort? 
Thoſe who inhabit the Torrid Zone, tho 
they are ſcorch'd with the burning Sun 
Beams during the Day, are at leaſt re- 
freſhed in the Night by cool Breezes. A 
Sick Man may after ſome Fatigues, falls 
aſleep for a little While, and during that 
Time forgets all his Pains; there is no 
Wound in this World either in Soul or 
Body, which does not receive ſome Eaſe 
from Time; but to the Damn'd, all theſe 
Hopes are vain: They ſhall not only ex- 
rjence the Corching Rays of the Di- 


4 3 # | *. 
© vine®Jaſtice, bot ſhall ye under -the 


Weight of his Thunder-Bölts; and ſhall 
never have either Night, Sleep or Time 
to ſoften their Pains. If theſe unhappy 
Wretches could at leaſt deceive them ſelves 
by the Perſmaſion that ſome Time or 
other they ſhould be cafed, tho” it be 
never to happen, this might —_—_ 
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fome Kind of, Comfort; but they cannot 
ſo much as do this; becauſe God will 
have them conſtantly to bear before their 
Eyes the Sentence of their eternal Dam- 


nation, written in Characters never to 
be blotted out, wut videant ſemper. 


Dan. 12. 2, and never to be able, 
ſo much as one Moment to turn their 
Thoughts from it. If to thoſe that un- 
dergoe any Torment every Hour ſeems 
a Day; how long will the Miſery of theſe 
poor Souls appear, that will never be in: 
terrupted for infinite Ages? Theſe unfor- 
tunate Creatures will net only be. tor- 
mented for an Eternity, but will have 
Eternity itſelf to torment them, becauſe it 
being. always in their Sight, it will every 
Moment oppreſs them with all its Weighs 
as an immenſe Sphere of Braſs would 
preſs with all its Weight the Plain it 
lies on, tho' it actually touch'd it but in 
one Point. Beſides, the Fear of a Puniſh- 
ment to- come, aſflits oftentimes more 
than the Puniſhment it ſelf :: Pejor eſt bello; 
timor ipſe belli. The Fear of War is worſe than 
the War itſelf, So that we may ſay that 
Eternity not.only every Moment tortures 
the Damned, but that to the Damn'd 
every Moment is turned into many Eter- 


nities: In perpet uas eternitates, Dan. 12. 3. 


For, ſince the Evil is unavoidable, the 
ExpeQation thereof is moſt certain, the 
Fear perhaps of it, more cruel than any 

E 3 Execu- 


Jy 7) | 
Executioner, antieipates and every Mo- 
ment redoudles the Pain. Thou tft 3 
Horrour to read theſe Things, and yet 
not to Sin: If fo, thou feateſt a painted 
Precipice, but feareſt not to caſt thy ſelf 
into a real one. ee 


ee eee g: 
mM onder, that Men reaſoning al- 


ways as Men, are aſtoniſhed, that 


God for ſo ſhort a Pleaſure of a Sinner, 
ſhould have decreed an Everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment in the Fire of Hell; nor do they 
know how to reconcile in their Thoughts 
this Rigour, either with the Divine 
Goodneſs, which is ſo compaſſionate, or 
with the Divine Juſtice, which does nor 
puniſh beyond Reaſon. But ought not 
we rather to wonder at the Aſtoniſnment 
of Worldings, grounded on the Ignorance 
of Spiritual Things. The ſenſual Man per- 
rei veth not the Things that are of the Spirit of 
God, for it is Folly to him, and he cannot un- 
derſtand. Animalis homo nonpercipit ea, que 
ſunt ſpiritus Dei: Stultitia enim Wi ili & non 
poteſt intelligere. 1 Cor. 2. 14. If Sinners 
did but comprehend the Malice of their 
Sin, they would ſoon change their Won- 
der into one far greater: They are, at pre- 
ſent, amazed how God could for one on- 
Iy Fault make Hell to be eternal, but when 
they come into the other World, they will 
ä 7 wonder 
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wonder much more that he has not crea- 
ed a Hell, and provided Pains incompa- 
rably more crvel for every Tranſgreſ- 
Hon. St. Anguſtin underſtood very well 
this Truth, when he tefls' us: Nunquam 
eſſet Dæmonume Æterna Miſeria, niſi eſſet mag 
na Malitia. De Civit. l. 9. c. 13. The Miſery 
of the Devils would never have been Eternal, 
bad not their Malice been great: For other- 
wiſeitwouldnot have been proportionable. 
Conſider therefore, that every Mortal Sin 


is either a Tacit, or expreſs Contempt of 


the Divine Will, and an Injury to God. 
Now an Injury is encreas'd on Two Ac- 
counts, either by the Dignity: of the Per- 
ſon offended, or the Vileneſs of the Offen- 
der ; the Majeſty therefore of God being 
Infinite, and our Vilenefs in the loweſt De- 


gree, it follows, that the Injury which we 


do him, is in a manner Infinite ; and is an 
Abyſs of Malice, more deteſtable than all 
the Injuries imaginable, -that can be done 
to Creatures. The Puniſhment then be- 
ing to be proportioned to the Sin, to re- 
eſtabliſh the Order which was violated by 
it, ought alſo to be Infinite; but ſince it 
cannot be Infinite in Intenſeneſs, becauſe 
a Creature is got capable of it, it muſt be 
Infinite in Extenſion, and laſt for Ever. 
This ſame Truth will be better known, 
by confidering that the Malice of Siu is fo 
Exorbitant as not to be attoned and ſa- 
tisfy'd for, by the good Works of all Crea- 
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tures : And therefore to pay this Debt, 
it was neceſſary the Son of God ſhould 


take from his Veins, as a juſt Price, the 
Freaſure of his Divine Blood. Leſſ. de 
Perfect. Div. 1. 13. n. 183. c. 26. u. 187. 


That Sin then, which. cannot be made 


amends for by any virtuous Actions of 
Creatures, tho? continued never fo lang, 
deſerves a Pain longer than any Time, and 
therefore deſerves One that is Everfaſting, 
So that God, can. never be deſpis'd by any 
but Fools: Whereas, if the Pain due to 
the Offenders of God were to end, both 
the judge and the Sentence would be con- 


temn'd. Quod e/fternum non eſt, nihil eſt, 
What 1s not Eternal is Nothing: For what 
will be: Nothing for a whole Eternity, may 
alfo be eſteem'd ſuch at prefeat. Thus 
they argue, who look upon the Goodneſs: . 


of God, not as Sinners do, as an indolent 


Neglect of Evil, but as an Holineſs infinite- 


ly oppoſite to Sin, to which it bears an in- 
finite Hatred, and is forc'd to demon- 
ſtrate it to them, and puniſh it with a 


Pain corre ſponding to it; that is, with-- 


out End. And thus he weighs Things, 
who makes Uſe of Scales of the Divine 


Juſtice, which cannot be miſtaken; and 


not of the falſe Scales of the World, 
equally. deceiv'd and deceiving. Conſider 
then how great an Evil Oae-Mortal Sin 
is, ſince it contains an Eternal Miſery, as 


it were in its Bowels, ſo that if thou 
could'lt 
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could'ſt penetrate with the Eye of thy 


Mind into that deep and wicked Bottom, 
thou would'ſt eaſily diſcover therein the 


Seeds of an Eternal Fire, of Eternal La- 


mentation, of an Eternal Sorrow, of an 
Eternal Impriſonment, of an Kternal 


Stench, of an Eternal Deſpair, and of 


an Eternal Loſs of all that is Good. All 


this is contain'd in One Sin: Tho' the Act 


be ſo ſhort; yet, like unto the Baſilish's 


Egg, it contains a poiſonous Progeny, and 


more than One Death. It may therefore 
be call'd Hell it ſelf, or rather an Evil 


which infiaitely ſurpaſſes it, in as much as 


can be ſpoken, or comprehended by us ; 
and which is to be redoubled as many 
Times in Severity aud Pains, as the Soul 


will be found to have Sins when ſhe leaves 


this Land of Miſery and Darkneſs; where 
the Shadow of Death is, and no Order, but 
Everlaſting. Horrour inhabits, Fob. 10. 22. 
Terram Miſeria & Tenebrarum ; ub Umbra 
Mortis, & nullus Ordo, ſed Sempiternus 
Horror inhabitat. Haſt thou ever ſeri- 
ouſly thought on this Truth ? Intellexiſtis 
hec omnia? Have ye underſtood all theſe 


Things ? Mat. 13. 51. If thou haſt thought 


of it, how is it poſſible, that for ſo vile, 
ſo filthy, and ſo ſhort a Pleaſure, thou 


 thitowelt thy ſelf, by ſinning ſo unconcer- 


nedly, into an Abyſs of Sin, and, as much 


as in thee lies, into an Abyſs of Pain, 


which attends it? The Precipice on thy 
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© preſſed with Sleep? Riſe and call upon thy God. 
Jonas 1. 6. How canſt'thor reſt in a 
State ſo near being Ship-wrack'd ? If the 
Evil were only probable, and not certain 
from Faith, ought it net to make thee 
tremble every Moment? Beg then of 
God to free thee from it: Have recourſe 
ro Confeſſion, fly from that wicked Com- 

_ pany, avoid the Danger of Sin, frequent 
the Sacraments, do Penance, retire, if ne- 
ceſſary, from the World, to fave thy Soul. 
eat where Eternity is at 
ouritas, ubs peri- 


No Care can be too 
Stake, Non poteſt efſe nimia Se 
clitatur /Eternitas. Bern. 


A PRAYER | 
moſt Hol Virgin, to obtain for 
u Eternal Salvation. 8 


Moſt bountiful Mother of Pity, as 
there's no Creature comes -nearer 
than thy ſelf to the incomprehenſible Per- 
fections of thy Divine Son, ſo t 
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of Mercy. Phe ſuccouring me poor 
Wretch, in my greateſt Miſery, and free-- 
ing me, by tby-laterceſſion, out of the 
Abyſs of my Sins and Eternal Damna-+ 
tion, which I had ſo juſtly deſery'd, will 
be an imitating him, who is all Charity 
and Compaſſion towards Sinners. I K 
how much thou intereſts thy ſelf in the 
Glory of thy Son, and how much thou 
deſi reſt the Salvation of Souls he has re- 
deem'd, and that the Fruit of his moſt 
ſacred Blood may daily increaſe. I fly 
therefore to thee, with full Hopes, thou 
wilt not deny the Aſſiſtance of thy Pray- 
ers to him, for whom our Lord JESUS 
CHRIST laid down his very Life. What 
ſhould I do, were 1 condemn'd for ever to 
the Flames of Hell, never to behold the 
Face of thine and my God, and to have 
for an Eternity both him and thee for my 
Enemies? But God forbid this ever to be 
true : Free me, O grecious Lady, by thy 
Mediation, from an Eternal Death, obtain 
for me never to lie under that diſmal 
Sentence: I pretend no Title to fz- 
x | vour on my own Account, as having hu - 
bdeſert : hut let it be entirely owing to thy 
Interceſſion, to the Merits of my Savi- 
as Your, to his Wounds, and to his Death. 
er | Thou wert appointed by him on the Croſs 
r- tor my Advocate and Mother; permit 
”s me then to call thee ſo; Monſtra te eſſe Ma- 
16 trem 
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trem, eg ſelf # Mother," make thy ſelf 
heart in my Behalf, and I am content: 
Take me into thy Protection; and Tam 
ſecure. Obtain that I may never Sin mor- 
tally, but faithfully ſerve my Creator and 
Redeemer to the very laſt; that I may en- 
joy him for Ever, and in Company of all 
the Saints, make Amends for what till 
now I have been wanting in his Service on 

Earth. AMEN. | | 


